Google 



This is a digital copy of a book that was preserved for generations on library shelves before it was carefully scanned by Google as part of a project 

to make the world's books discoverable online. 

It has survived long enough for the copyright to expire and the book to enter the public domain. A public domain book is one that was never subject 

to copyright or whose legal copyright term has expired. Whether a book is in the public domain may vary country to country. Public domain books 

are our gateways to the past, representing a wealth of history, culture and knowledge that's often difficult to discover. 

Marks, notations and other maiginalia present in the original volume will appear in this file - a reminder of this book's long journey from the 

publisher to a library and finally to you. 

Usage guidelines 

Google is proud to partner with libraries to digitize public domain materials and make them widely accessible. Public domain books belong to the 
public and we are merely their custodians. Nevertheless, this work is expensive, so in order to keep providing tliis resource, we liave taken steps to 
prevent abuse by commercial parties, including placing technical restrictions on automated querying. 
We also ask that you: 

+ Make non-commercial use of the files We designed Google Book Search for use by individuals, and we request that you use these files for 
personal, non-commercial purposes. 

+ Refrain fivm automated querying Do not send automated queries of any sort to Google's system: If you are conducting research on machine 
translation, optical character recognition or other areas where access to a large amount of text is helpful, please contact us. We encourage the 
use of public domain materials for these purposes and may be able to help. 

+ Maintain attributionTht GoogXt "watermark" you see on each file is essential for in forming people about this project and helping them find 
additional materials through Google Book Search. Please do not remove it. 

+ Keep it legal Whatever your use, remember that you are responsible for ensuring that what you are doing is legal. Do not assume that just 
because we believe a book is in the public domain for users in the United States, that the work is also in the public domain for users in other 
countries. Whether a book is still in copyright varies from country to country, and we can't offer guidance on whether any specific use of 
any specific book is allowed. Please do not assume that a book's appearance in Google Book Search means it can be used in any manner 
anywhere in the world. Copyright infringement liabili^ can be quite severe. 

About Google Book Search 

Google's mission is to organize the world's information and to make it universally accessible and useful. Google Book Search helps readers 
discover the world's books while helping authors and publishers reach new audiences. You can search through the full text of this book on the web 

at |http: //books .google .com/I 




Manuals of Religious Instruction 
for Pupil Teachers. 



EDITED BY 

JOHN PILKINGTON NORRIS, M.A. 

CANON OP BRISTOL 



THE OLD TESTAMENT. Five Parts. 



THE NEW TESTAMENT. Five Parts. 



THE PBAYEB BOOK. Five Parts. 



Small 8z/^. \s. each Part, 



I 

i 



lOI. t . 32.1 




f 



MANUALS OF 



RELIGIOUS INSTRUCTION 



FOR 



ipuptl Ceacjbetjtf 



EDITED BY 

J. P. N ORRIS, M.A. 

CANON OP BRISTOL 



RIVINGTONS 

LonDoit -_ Waterhe Place 

S>rUta .High Sired 

ffimitiDge Trinity Street 

fAaritUrrrimndj 



THE 



NEW TESTAMENT 



BY 



C. T. WINTER 



SECOND YEAR'S COURSE 



RIVINGTONS 
Honnoitt SDjcfotti, anti CambriHoe 

MDCCCLXXIV 



ContentjBf 



ST. MARK'S GOSPEL. 

LESSON PAGE 

I. INTRODUCTION TO ST. MARK'S GOSPEL ... I 

II. JOHN THE BAPTIST — BAPTISM OF JESUS— THE 

GALILEAN MINISTRY. ...'.. 9 

III. THE GALILEAN MINISTRY CONTINUED . . . 17 

IV. PARABLES 23 

V. MIRACLES 30 

VI. TRANSFIGURATION . . . . ' . . 36 

VII. JESUS BLESSING LITTLE CHILDREN — HEALING 

OF BARTIMiEUS 42 

VIII. THE PASSOVER : ITS TYPICAL MEANING — THE 

TRUE PASCHAL LAMB 50 

IX. JESUS ENTERS JERUSALEM 59 

X. OUR lord's PROPHETIC DISCOURSE ... 68 

XI. INSTITUTION OF THE LORD'S SUPPER — GETHSE- 

MANE 76 

XII. OUR lord's PASSION— his BURIAL— THE RESUR- 
RECTION — ^THE ASCENSION .... 86 



LESSON I. 

THE GOSPEL OF ST. MARK — BELIEF OF THE EARLY CHURCH 
RESPECTING IT — THE OPINION OF MODERN SCHOLARS 
AS TO ITS AUTHORSHIP — CHARACTERISTICS OF ST. 
mark's gospel — ST. MARK : HIS GOSPEL AS A POR- 
TRAITURE. 

IT was the universal tradition of the early Church 
that St. Mark became the companion of St. 
Peter's latter days, and that he wrote the Gospel bear- 
ing his name (probably at Rome) under the guidance 
or superintendence of the Apostle ; thus preserving by 
a written record that oral Gospel which he had heard 
again and again from St. Peter's own lips, and which 
has given to that record all the vividness of a narra- 
tive by an eyewitness. 

This tradition is alluded to by early Christian 
writers. Papias, Bishop of Hierapolis in Phrygia, 
who died A.D. 169, says : — " Mark, having become 
Peter's interpreter, wrote accurately all that he remem- 
bered ; though he did not record in order that which 
was said or done by Christ. For he neither heard the 
Lord nor followed Him ; but subsequently, as I said, 
attached himself to Peter, who used to frame his 
teaching to meet the immediate wants of his hearers, 

N.T.— II. A 
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and not making a connected narrative of the Lord's 
discourses." Again, Clement of Alexan-dria, who died 
A.D. 220, and who belonged to a church traditionally 
founded by St. Mark, tells us that " the Gospel accord- 
ing to St. Mark had its origin as follows : — that 
when Peter had publicly preached the Word, and had 
by the Spirit set forth the Gospel, those who were 
present, and who were many in number, entreated 
Mark, as having companied with him for a long time, 
and remembering the things that he had said, to write 
out what had thus been spoken, and that he then 
compiled his Gospel, and gave it to those who had 
made this request to him."' 

Most modem Biblical scholars have accepted as 
true this tradition of the early Church, and it is \txy 
much confirmed (Professor Plumptre considers) by 
what are called the " dominant characteristics " of St. 
Mark's GospeL that is, by certain things or peculiarities 
found in this Gospel and not in the other three. For 
instance, this Gospel, more than any other, records the 
very words spoken by our Lord in the Aramaic or com- 
mon language of the country, such as ^^ Boanerges^^ 
(iii. 17), " Talitha cumV^ (v. 41), ^^ EphphathcC^ (vii. 34), just 
as Peter might be expected to repeat them ; the writer 
makes frequent use of Latin words — so natural to one 
acquainted with Rome and writing for the Romans ; 
he describes vividly — with graphic force, — and this is 
due apparently, not only to his own warmth of feeling, 
but to some eyewitness whose mouthpiece to some 
extent he is, and whose memory recalled the minutest 

* Both these extracts have been preserved to us by Eusebius (JEccl. 
Hist. iii. 39, vi. 14), who derived his information from men of a still 
earlier age. 
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particulars of each scene ; recollecting the very words, 
the tone, the look (iii. 5, 34, viii. 33), or the gesture of 
his great Master. 

St. Mark alone has told us that Jesus was " with the 
wild beasts in the wilderness;" that the fig tree, after 
our Lord's curse, was *^ dried up from the roots j^ that 
when the storm upon the lake caused His disciples to 
go to Him for help, He was "/« the hinder part of the 
ship y asleep upon a pi How; ^^ that He "took up^^ the 
young children ^^ in His arms" when He blessed 
them. 

In St. Mark's Gospel a succession of pictures passes 
rapidly before us, in which we see the Lord engaged in 
laborious works of love amidst the excitement and 
enthusiasm of the multitude. He is ever so sur- 
rounded by crowds that He has not time so much as 
to eat ; and His friends seek to draw Him away as 
they exclaim, " He is beside Himself." If writing for 
the Romans, how naturally St Mark would thus set 
forth the Divine energy of Christ. 

The effects of our Lord's words and works upon the 
people are more strikingly shewn by St. Mark than by 
any of the other three Evangelists. They '' wonder," 
they are " beyond measure astonished," they are 
"amazed," they press upon Him for to touch if it be 
but the hem of His garment, and "as many as touched 
Him were made whole." 

A trace of St. Mark's authorship is found in the 
second Gospel, being especially " the Gospel of 
service" — of ministry — describing our Lord (as St. 
Peter described Him) as God's Holy Servant Jesus 
('servant,' not 'child,' being the proper rendering, Acts 
iv. 27-30)^ thus portraying that side of our Lord's mani 
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fold character and office which the Minister of Apostles 
might naturally love best ; " and making us feel that it 
is just such a Gospel as might have rested upon St. 
Peter's teaching as a groundwork.'* 

That St. Mark's Gospel is not a mere abbreviation of 
St. Matthew's is evident both from its characteristic 
vividness and from the fact that we learn from it, and 
from it alone, several interesting particulars of our 
Lord's ministry that are not noticed by St Matthew ; 
or, if noticed, are not so fully narrated by him ; as, for 
example, the uncovering the roof of the house to let 
down the paralytic (ii. 4) ; the interference of our Lord's 
friends (iii. 20, 21) ; the parable of the seed growing 
secretly (iv. 26-29) 5 ^^^ healing of a deaf and dumb 
man of Decapolis (vii. 31-37), and of a blind man at 
Bethsaida (viii. 22-26) ; the answer of the scribe (xii. 
32-34); the account of the young man who followed 
Christ with a linen cloth about his naked body (xiv. 

51,52). 

St. Mark, writing for Gentile Christians, is careful 
to explain Jewish words and customs ; and his quota- 
tions from the Old Testament Scriptures are few. 

The particulars of St Mark's life that can be gathered 
from the New Testament are found in the Acts and 
in the Epistles, and are as follows : — 

I. From the Acts we learn that St Mark's home 
was in Jerusalem, where his mother's house was used 
as the meeting-place of the disciples there during the 
persecution by Herod Agrippa (Acts xii. 12). He 
early chose the Apostolic missionary life, and started 
with St. Paul (then Saul of Tarsus) and his kinsman 
Barnabas on their first missionary journey as their 
"ttiinister and helper (Acts xiii. 5). He was with them 
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in the Island of Cyprus, and accompanied them into 
Asia Minor ; but at Perga in Pamphylia he suddenly 
turned back from the enterprise, so that when Paul 
and Barnabas were about to undertake their second 
journey, to revisit the churches of Asia, St. Paul 
" thought not good to take him with them who 
departed from them from Pamphylia, and went not 
with them to the work;'' but Barnabas, taking the part 
of his kinsman, "a very sharp contention" arose between 
him and Paul, so that they parted company. Barna- 
bas, taking Mark with him, revisited Cyprus, while 
St Paul, choosing Silas, began his second great mis- 
sionary tour (Acts XV. 39). 

2. After this the few notices we have of Mark are found 
in the Epistles. He was with St. Paul in his first im- 
prisonment at Rome (Col. iv. 10; Philem. 24); and at 
the time of the Apostle's second imprisonment he 
was anxious to have Mark with him as " profitable to 
him for the ministry" (2 Tim. iv. 11). St Mark like- 
wise sends greeting from Babylon, by St. Peter, to the 
churches of Asia Minor or Palestine, and here we see 
him on such terms of intimacy and affection with that 
Apostle that St Peter calls him "Marcus my son" 
(i Peter v. 12). This visit to Babylon was probably 
in the interval between St. Paul's two Roman im- 
prisonments. 

St. Mark is said traditionally to have become the 
first Bishop of the Church of Alexandria. 

The Four Gospels have b*een compared to four 
distinct portraitures of our Lord, each representing 
Him in a somewhat different aspect (See St. Matthew, 
Lesson L) St. Matthew, we have observed, portrays 
Him more especially as the Christ the Messiah of 
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Israel ; while in St. Mark's portrait we see the Mighty 
Lord of Nature — the incarnate Son of God. 

To get an impressive view of this latter aspect must 
be our aim in the study of St Mark ; and is not any 
amount of study abundantly repaid if it enable us to 
form a more distinct conception of Him to know Whom 
is eternal life ? 'Wliile reading St. Mark we seem to be 
almost amongst the eyewitnesses of His ministry. 
Though He does not ordinarily allow His glory to 
break through the human tabernacle, yet how full of 
calm majesty is His presence, so that the people when 
they behold Him are greatly amazed (Mark ix. 15). Of 
His words, poured out so freely day after day, amid 
the hills and plains of Galilee, we have only a few 
chapters ; but how Divine is that wisdom which pro- 
phets and kings desired to hear but waited for in vain ! 
His works, how wonderful! the lame walk, the lepers 
are cleansed, the deaf hear, the dead are raised ; while 
the wind and the waves, no less than the powers of 
darkness, are subject to His bidding. Here is a 
mystery which the angels desire to look into. Here is 
a Being perfectly holy, but to Whom men talk as one 
man talks to another. One Who shews them the kind- 
ness of a brother — Who sympathizes with them, — Who 
spends His life in doing them good — Who was indeed a 
perfect man, and yet God ! So powerful that His 
word could scatter His enemies and bring legions of 
angels to His side ; and yet (though infinitely firmer 
and more majestic than any mere man) so meek and 
gentle that He suffers His foes to do their worst upon 
Him. And besides all this, the more we reverently 
study the words and works of our Lord Jesus Christ 
the more real will they seem to us. When we look at 
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some far-off mountain, half hidden in mist — its outline 
quite indistinct, its top lost amidst the clouds— it 
appears to us very shadowy indeed ; but if we go 
nearer — if we come close to it and climb its sides, and 
mark its every crag — how boldly it stands out, how 
large a space it fills in our minds ever after ; and it is 
just so when studying the Gospel reverently and in the 
right spirit ' We come, as it were, nearer to Christ; 
we seem to gaze upon His Divine Person, to hear His 
holy words, and to look with wondering awe upon 
His miracles. We follow Him about Galilee, beyond 
Jordan, through Samaria, over the slopes of Olivet, 
into the Holy City and the Garden of Gethsemane. 
We go with Him before the council, to the judgment- 
hall of Pilate, and still press after -Him, until at last we 
stand shuddering at the foot of the Cross ; and in our 
effort to gain this near and vivid view of our Lord's 
Person as the disciples beheld Him, perhaps no Gospel 
helps us so much as this Gospel of St. Mark. 

As a help to memory it may be well to put together 
in a few words what has already been stated in this 
lesson more at length. 

1. By the consent of the early Church, and in the 
opinion of most modem scholars who have made the 
Bible their especial study, John Mark, the cousin^ or 
kinsman ^ of Barnabas, is the author of the Gospel that 
bears his name. 

2. St, Mark is believed to have written his Gospel 
while the companion of St, Peter's last years ; thus 
preserving by a written record that oral Gospel which 
he had heard again and again from the lips of the 
Apostle ; and in this way St. Mark's Gospel is bc- 

* The word is properly " cousiq " in Col. iv. lo. 
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lieved to rest upon St Peter's teaching as a foun- 
dation, 

3. The things most striking in St. Mark's Gospel, 
and which, belonging to it alone, may be called its lead- 
ing characteristics^ are : — 

{a) A great vividness^ vigour^ and fervour of ex- 
pression. 

{b) Hence the effect of our Lord*s words and works 
upon the people is more strikingly drawn than in any 
of the other Gospels. 

\c) St. Mark's Gospel is especially " the Gospel of 
service*^ — of ministry — describing our Lord as God's 
Holy Servant Jesus, and engaged in laborious works 
of love. 

{d) As a portraiture of our Lord it depicts Him 
there as God's Holy Servant fesus — the Incarnate Son 
of God^ihe Mighty Lord of Nature. 

(e) The Aramaic words, as spoken by our Lord in 
the common language of Palestine, are noted down in 
St. Marias Gospel more frequently than in any of the 
others. 

if) Latin words also are of frequent occurrencey 
such as would be natural to one acquainted with Rome, 
and writing for the Romans. 



LESSON IL 

PROPHECY OF A FORERUNNER — STATE OF THE JEWISH 
NATION — ^JOHN THE BAPTIST — BAPTISM OF JESUS — 
EASTERN GALILEE — THE GALILiEAN MINISTRY, (i. I -45.) 

ST. MARK'S Gospel, it has been noticed, is the 
Gospel of Ministry, just as St. Matthew's may 
be called " the Gospel of the Kingdom ; " and so, 
omitting all mention of the birth, infancy and child- 
hood of our Lord, it enters at once upon the fulness 
of His Manhood — on the active ministry of Jesus as 
"the Son of God ;" and we behold Him all through 
the Gospel as, " Jesus of Nazareth, anointed by God 
with the Holy Ghost and with power. Who went about 
doing good, and healing all that were oppressed of the 
devil, for God was with Him" (Acts x. 38). 

Unlike St. Matthew, who wrote chiefly for Jewish 
Christians, St. Mark, writing for Gentile believers, 
makes little reference to the Old Testament Scriptures, 
of which his readers would probably have but little 
knowledge ; but it is to be observed that he begins his 
Gospel with a quotation from it, " as though once for 
all to link the Old Testament on to the New, and to 
shew to his Gentile readers that the great things he is 
about to tell came to pass,'* ' as it was written : — 

' Canon How, in Brief Commentary. 
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" Behold I send my messenger before Thy face, which 
shall prepare Thy way before Thee *' (Mai. iii. i) ; " The 
voice of one crying in the wilderness, Prepare ye the 
way of the Lord, make His paths straight" (Isa. xl. 3). 
This prophecy of a forerunner — a messenger who 
should prepare the way of the Messiah — was accom- 
plished when John the Baptist came preaching "in the 
wilderness" (i. 4) ; and to understand how it was that so 
great a stir w^as made, how it was that " there went 
out unto him all the land of Judaea," and the people of 
Jerusalem (i. 5), we must bear in mind that at that 
time the Jews were groaning under the oppression of 
the Romans. Archelaus, a son of Herod the Great, 
reigned over Judaea and Samaria after his father's 
death as King of the Jews ; but he governed so badly 
that after a few years the Romans deposed him. Since 
then one Roman governor after another had tyrannized 
over the country, and Pontius Pilate, who was governor 
at that time of which we write, was hated more than 
any of the five who had preceded him. Now to a 
proud people like the Jews — a people despising foreign- 
ers, and priding themselves upon being God's chosen 
people — it was terrible to be in the power of the Gen- 
tiles ; but the Romans, who had conquered the world, 
could not be resisted unless God Himself wrought out 
a deliverance for His people ; and this was just what 
they hoped for. Had not God promised them a Deli- 
verer — a Messiah — a Great King Who should sit on 
David's throne and restore the kingdom to Israel .^ and 
were they not in sore need of Him ? So year after year 
they expected Him, but in vain, and it was now four 
hundred years since Malachi,the last of the prophets,had 
written of God's messenger who should prepare His way. 
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This then was the state of things, when suddenly 
a man clothed like the prophets of old (see Mark i. 6) 
came preaching in the wilderness and baptizing in 
Jordan for the remission of sins. And he spoke of a 
coming " Mightier One/' the latchet of Whose shoes 
he was not worthy to stoop down and unloose, Who 
should baptize with " the Holy Ghost" (i. 7, 8). This 
preacher was John the Baptist, the great Forerunner. 
His voice rang through the land (calling on people to 
repent, and multitudes were baptized of him in Jor- 
dan, confessing their sins, i. 5), and it reached that 
" Mightier One" of Whom John spoke, Who for thirty 
years had been hidden away amongst the hills of 
Galilee, the " Carpenter" of Nazareth. It was the signal 
for Him to quit that solitude and to shew Himself to 
the world. " So Jesus came from Nazareth of Galilee, 
and was baptized of John in Jordan, and straightway 
coming up out of the water, John saw the heavens 
opened " or " cleft asunder *' (as the word used by St. 
Mark may be more forcibly rendered), and as "the 
Spirit, like a dove," descended upon Him, a Voice from 
heaven proclaimed Him to be the " Beloved Son " (i. 
9-1 1). Then followed that mysterious temptation of 
our Lord, more fully recorded by St Matthew and St. 
Luke, but St. Mark makes use of a stronger word than 
either of the other Evangelists, when he says that *^ the 
Spirit driveth" Him (Jesus) into the wilderness ; and 
from Mark alone we learn that the Lord "was with 
the wild beasts" during the forty days He was tempted 
of the Devil. 

St. Mark (like St Matthew and St Luke) passes on 
at once to our Lord's ministry in Galilee, the northern- 
most of the three provinces into which Palestine was 
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divided in our Lord's time. Jesus preached through 
all Galilee ; but Eastern Galilee was more especially 
His own country — the home of His riper years — the 
headquarters of His ministry. 

Let us glance then at this scene of so many of 
His mighty works ; where, over every foot of ground, 
we trace His sacred footsteps, and whose every echo 
has answered to the voice of Him Who spake as 
never man spake. Its most notable natural feature 
was the little Sea of Galilee, a beautiful freshwater 
lake (about the size of our own Derwentwater), deep 
down in the valley of the Jordan. The blue sky 
of that southern clime was reflected in its usually 
tranquil waters, which rippled upon a level beach ot 
fine white sand, pebbles and shells, surrounding it 
with but few interruptions. Trees and plants and 
flowers, — oaks, walnuts, olives, thickets of thorn, clumps 
of oleander brilliant with pink blossoms, fields of com 
springing green from the scattered seed or ripening 
into golden grain, — grew on the slopes of the rounded 
hills that bounded the western shore of the lake ; 
while on the eastern side rose the high scarped hills of 
Bashan ; and far in the north were seen the snowy tops 
of Hermon. The Sea of Galilee (now desolate) was in 
our Lord's time a busy scene. Morning ai>d evening 
its surface was covered with boats engaged in taking 
the fish that swarmed in its waters ; and all day long 
boats were plying with passengers or merchandise from 
shore to shore. On the western and north-western 
shore of the lake, or on the neighbouring plains and 
hill-sides, were no less than ten large cities, overflowing 
with wealth and population, besides villages. There 
"'as Capernaum, our Lord's own city — a beautiful 
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watering-place, — Chorazin, Bethsaida, Magdala (now 
mere heaps of ruins) ; and lower down, Tiberias, the 
stately capital of Herod Antipas, — a Roman city on a 
Galilean lake, built by Roman architects, and named 
after the Emperor of the Romans. All around was a 
fertile country of corn-fields and olive-groves, glowing 
with innumerable wild flowers of great variety and. 
beauty. 

It was into this country of Galilee that Jesus came 
(as St. Mark tells us) preaching the Gospel of the King- 
dom of God, and saying : — ^' The time is fulfilled, re- 
pent ye and believe the GospeP' (see Note i) ; the 
long delay is at an end — the kingdom of the Messiah, 
the Son of David, is at hand. 

And as Jesus walked on the beach bordering the Sea 
of Galilee, He saw two brothers, Simon and Andrew, 
casting a net into the sea ; and at Jesus* call they 
left their nets and followed Him. A little further on 
Jesus called James and John, the two sons of Zebedee, 
and they left their father Zebedee, with the hired ser- 
vants (as St. Mark tells us), " and went after Him " (i. 
19-20). We know from St. John (see John i.) that three 
of these four men were already disciples of Christ, but 
now they were called to follow Him more closely. 

From the shore of the lake the scene changes to the 
synagogue of Catpemaum. Every town at this period of 
Jewish history had its synagogue, where the people 
met for public prayers and to hear the Old Testament 
Scriptures read and expounded. It was our Lord's 
custom to read and teach in the synagogues ; and 
in the synagogue at Capernaum the people were 
astonished at His doctrine, so different was it to any- 
thing they heard from the Scribes (or expounders of 



14 •S/. Marks Gospel. 

the Law, i. 22) ; but now Jesus shewed forth His power 
as the Almighty Son of God, anointed with the Holy 
Ghost, the destroyer of the power of the Wicked One. 
It was the sabbath-day, and Jesus was teaching in 
the synagogue, when suddenly a wild, loud cry startled 
every one. It was the cry of a man with an unclean 
spirit; and yet it was not so much his voice as the 
voice of the evil spirit within him — a demon speaking 
with a man's mouth, and it said, " Ha !" (see Note 2) 
" what have we to do with Thee, Thou Jesus of Naza- 
reth ? Art Thou come to destroy us ? I know Thee 
Who Thou art, the Holy One of God." But Jesus 
answered, "Hold thy peace" (see Note 3), "and come 
out of him ;" and the evil spirit, crying with a loud 
voice, and convulsing his victim, came out of the man. 
Then St Mark tells us, as he often does, of the amaze- 
ment of the people, and how " they questioned among 
themselves" (i. 27), and that "immediately" (see Note 4) 
the fame of our Lord's miracles spread through all 
Galilee (i. 28). 

P'rom the synagogue we follow Jesus to Peter's 
house, where he healed Peter's wife's mother of a 
fever, taking her by the hand — ^lightly, we may sup- 
pose (for St. Matthew says, H^ " touched her hand ") ; 
and it was the miraculous healing, and not the help, 
that enabled her to rise and to serve at the sabbath meal. 

And now in the evening (according to Mark's vivid 
description) "aU the city was gathered together at 
the door." The fame of the miracle in the synagogue 
had doubtless caused this excitement amongst the 
people, who only waited for the setting of the sabbath 
sun (see Note 5) to crowd round Jesus with all who 
1 diseased, or under the power of the Evil One ; 
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and He healed them (i. 32-34) : and so closed this day 
of wonders. But how did the next day open ? Where 
was our Lord? and in what way was He engaged? 
Long before the break of day He had left the sleeping 
city, and in a secret chamber — not indeed in any house 
made with human hands, but in the solitude of Nature 
where nothing disturbs — He poured out His soul to God 
(i. 35). Then throughout all Galilee Jesus preached in 
the synagogues ; for He told His disciples that to do 
this — to go from place to place preaching, blessing, 
and healing — " came He forth from God " (i. 38). 

The healing of the leper (i. 40-45), as told. by St. 
Mark, agrees with St. Matthew's account (Matt. viii. 
1-4) ; but from St. Mark we learn that, in the fulness 
of his heart, he "blazed abroad" his miraculous cure, 
although the Lord had charged him to tell no man of it ; 
and the consequence was that Jesus could no longer 
appear openly in the city, because He was thronged 
by curious gazers, who hindered His holy work, but 
even in the desert places "they came to Him from 
every quarter" (i. 45). 
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I. ** Repent ye" (Mark i. 15). John the Baptist came 
preaching repentance (Matt iii. 2; Luke iii. 3). Jesus 
Himself insisted on it (Matt. iv. 17; Mark i. 15), and the 
Apostles (Mark vi. 12; Acts ii. 38). What then is repent- 
ance ? It is not mere sorrow for sin, although godly sorrow 
is the beginning of repentance (2 Cor. vii. 10). It means 
as well a turning away from sin^ '^a thorough change of 
heart, a change from sin to godliness, from evil thoughts 
and desires to (jood ; from earth to heaven." 
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2. "Z^/ us alone*' (Mark i. 24) is the translation of a 
single Greek word (ea), which seems rather to be a mere in- 
terjection, and equivalent to our word of exclamation "Ha!" 

3. "J/o/d thy peace^*' or (as it may be translated) **Be 
muzzled." The Lord would not have the witness of devils. 
They knew Jesus at once, and though they hated Him, and 
would escape from His presence, they seemed compelled to 
acknowledge Him. 

4. *^ Immediately'' (i, 28). This word is a very favourite 
one with St. Mark, as it occurs no less than forty-five times 
in this the shortest of the Gospels, while St. Matthew uses 
it eighteen times, anti St. John only seven times ; but in our 
New Testament it is variously rendered "immediately," 
"straightway," "by and by," and "anon." Professor 
Plumptre connects the frequent use of this word by St 
Mark with his work "as the minister" or personal atten- 
dant of the two great Apostles (St. Peter and St. Paul). 

5. The setting of the sabbath sun. This they waited for, 
doubtless to avoid breaking the sabbath, which l^^ally ended 
at simset. St Matthew (viii. 16) mentions that the people 
on this occasion went to Christ in the evening. St 
Mark's account (i. 21) and St Luke's (chap, iv.) shew the 
reason why this time was chosen, namely, because it was the 
sabbath day. 



LESSON III. 

THE GALILiBAN MINISTRY CONTINUED — THE PARALYTIC, 
OUR LORD, THE PEOPLE, AND THE PHARISEES— DE- 
GRADATION OF THE JEWISH PEOPLE. (ii. and iii.) 

THE healing of the paralytic at Capernaum, as told 
by St. Mark (ii. 3-12), agrees with St. Matthew's 
account (Matt iv. 1-8) ; but it is fuller, and we learn 
from it what difficulties were overcome in bringing 
4his afflicted one to the feet of Jesus. Our Lord 
had returned to Capernaum from the desert places, 
whither He had retired because of the multitudes who 
thronged Him to see His miracles ; and no sooner did 
it become known that He was again in the city than 
the excitement became as great as ever. The people 
crowded to the house where He was, so that (as St. 
Mark tells us) " there was no room to receive them ; 
no, not so much as about the door" (ii. 2) ; and the 
Lord preached to them probably under the verandah 
in the square open court, round which it was the 
Jewish custom to build the house. Many sick people 
were doubtless brought to Him : but one man in par- 
ticular, paralytic and helpless, and whose mind, no 
less than his body, needed healing, was borne along 
on a bed or pallet by four men to the place where the 

N.T.— n. B 
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Lord was ; and when they could not come near Him 
for the press, they uncovered the rdof (see Note i), 
and lowered their burden until it rested at His feet 
Nor was the Lord angry at their boldness; for "when 
He saw their faith," He poured out on this man a 
double blessing; first forgiving his sins (we cannot, 
therefore, doubt his penitence, and that the healing of 
his soul was what he most desired), and then restoring 
vigour to his body ; so that he was able to arise and 
take up his bed and depart to his own home, — a living 
proof that He Who had done this great miracle had 
likewise " power on earth to forgive sins " in His own 
Name, and on His own authority. " But there were 
certain of the Scribes sitting there and reasoning in 
their hearts. Why doth this man speak blasphemies ? 
Who can forgive sins but God only ?" And had our 
Lord been a mere man, the Scribes would indeed 
have been right in saying He blasphemed. Their sin 
was their pride and obstinacy of heart, which would 
not allow them to see in Jesus the Christ of the 
Prophets. • 

St. Matthew's call and St. Matthew's feast (ii. 14, 
15) was followed by the murmuring of the Scribes and 
Pharisees, because our Lord ate with publicans and 
sinners. The Pharisees hated Him because He saw 
through their hypocrisy, and denounced it ; but they 
also hated Him because, while He claimed to be the 
Messiah and Zion's King, He did not spurn the 
humble and the poor in spirit — fishermen, publicans, 
sinners ; but chose His disciples from them rather 
than from those who were righteous in their own eyes 
and wise in their own conceits. 

The second chapter of St. Mark's Gospel closes with 
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the account of the plucking of com on the sabbath, 
recorded also by both St. Matthew and St. Luke 
(Matt. xii. 1-8 ; Luke vi. 1-5) ; but St Mark alone 
has preserved to us that most notable saying of our 
Lord, " The sabbath was made for man, and not man 
for the sabbath" (ii. 27). Man's highest good i^ thus 
placed above the obligation of the sabbath. To save 
his life, David ate the consecrated bread (i Sam. xxi. 
1-6), but he had never been thought guilty of sacrilege ; 
the priests in the Temple worked on the sabbath-day — 
killing sheep and oxen, drawing water, cleaving wood, 
lighting fires ; but who accused them of sabbath-break- 
ing } And so the Pharisees were rebuked and silenced 
before the people ; but this only made them the more 
angry, — their authority was attacked, their influence 
with the people (as their religious guides) would soon 
be at an end ; and so they made up their minds that 
by one means or another, by fair means or by foul, 
Jesus, the Galilaean Teacher, must be silenced. 

The third chapter of St Mark's Gospel opens with 
another conflict between Jesus and the Pharisees. On 
the sabbath-day our Lord was in the synagogue teaching 
the people ; and there, too, were the Pharisees watch- 
ing Him. A man with a withered hand was amongst 
the worshippers. Would Jesus heal him on the sab- 
bath-day ? "Is it lawful," He asked, " to do good on 
the sabbath-day, or to do evil .? to save life or to kill ?" 
But they held their peace. Then (as St Mark alone 
tells us) our Lord "looked round on them with 
anger," and restored the withered hand, making 
it "whole as the other ;" while the Pharisees hastened 
to take counsel with the Herodians against Him, 
how they might destroy Him (iii. 1-6; see Note 2). 
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And He withdrew in consequence to the Sea of Galilee, 
where multitudes came to Him from every quarter — 
from Jerusalem, from Idumaea (see Note 3), from be- 
yond Jordan, and " they about Tyre and Sidon," cities 
to the north of Palestine ; and the people so rushed 
upon Him — "for the Lord healed many"^hat to 
escape from them He entered a little ship that His 
disciples had prepared for Him (iii. 7-12). 

After this our Lord went away into the hill country 
and ordained His twelve Apostles, who henceforth 
would be constantly with Him, to help Him in His 
work of ministry (13-19). 

The Scribes and Pharisees, who were still watching 
Jesus, next accused Him of casting out devils "by Beel- 
zebub, the prince of the devils,*' thus ascribing works 
done by the power of God — ^by the Holy Spirit — to the 
Wicked One, which drew from our Lord the solemn 
warning, that blasphemy against the Holy Ghost 
" hath never forgiveness," because (as St Mark 
informs us) "they said He had an unclean spirit,*' 
meaning, it has been supposed, that he who blas- 
phemed the Son of Man while veiling His Divinity 
might be pardoned; but he who blasphemed Him 
when revealing His Divinity by the power of the 
Spirit could not be forgiven.' 

In our Lord's ministry we see the same thing con- 
stantly repeated — the people crowding after Jesus, 
although they followed Him from low and selfish 
motives (from curiosity to see His miracles, from 
the hope of some temporal benefit) rather than from 
any real love of His spiritual teaching, which they 
were indeed far from receiving ; while, on the other 

' This is the explanation suggested by St Athanasius. — Ed, 
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hand, the learned men, the religious teachers and 
rulers of the people — Scribes, Pharisees, chief priests, 
members of the council (or Sanhedrin) — were all 
leagued against Him in bitter hostility ; following 
Him, listening to Him, watching Him, that they 
might accuse Him, and only waiting their time to 
kill Him. Nothing shews more clearly the corrupt 
and degenerate state to which God's chosen people 
had sunk when the Saviour appeared amongst them, 
than their treatment of that Holy One Whose truth 
and purity they could not endure ; and the Jewish 
historian Josephus tells us that the Jews at this time 
had become morally as well as politically degraded 
— fallen utterly from their high estate. The chief 
men and leaders of the people had (for the most 
part) obtained their places by bribing their Roman 
rulers, or by even worse crimes ; and the people, left 
to such blind guides and immoral teachers, neither 
feared God nor respected those over them, while 
their religion had become little more than a system 
of outward observances, without spirituahty and with- 
out life. 

NOTES— LESSON III. 

I. *■* Uncovered the r oof ^^ ^zx\i\\.i^. Different explanations 
of how the paralytic was brought close to our Lord have 
been given ; but perhaps the most likely is, that the house in 
which He was teaching (like all Syrian houses) was built 
round a central courtyard partly covered by an awning or by 
a verandah, under which Jesus was sitting as He preached to 
the people, who occupied the open court and the rooms 
adjoining. The flat roof of the house would be reached by 
an outside stair, and the paralytic was probably let down 
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through the roof of the verandah, which was easily removed 
and replaced. 

2. Herodians (iiL 6). A political party in the time of 
our Lord. The Herodians, as their name signifies, were 
partizans of the Herodian dynasty, and they united with the 
Pharisees and Sadducees for our Lord's destruction. They 
are mentioned by name in three places only in the New 
Testament, viz., Matt. xxii. i6, and Mark iii. 6, xii. 13. 

3. Idumcea (iii. 8). The Idumaea of the New Testament 
must be distinguished from the Old Testament Edom or 
Idumaea, east of Arabia. The Idumaea of the New Testament 
was the southern portion of Judaea (the land of the tribe of 
Simeon and a part of Judah), which was peopled by the 
Edomites or Idumseans when the Jews were captives in 
Babylon. In our Lord's time they formed part of the 
Jewish nation, having been conquered B.C. 130 and brought 
over to Judaism. 



LESSON IV. 

PARABLES — ^STILLING OF THE TEMPEST — ^THE GADARENE 
DEMONIAC — ^I'HE DAUGHTER OF JAIRUS. (iv. and V.) 

WE have already seen Jesus ministering to the 
people by the Sea of Galilee (iii. 7), and now 
*•' He began again " to teach them, speaking to them in 
parables as He sat in a boat by the water's edge while 
a great multitude stood along the shore listening to 
Him (iv. i). The same thing is told us by St. Mat- 
thew (Matt. xiii. 1-9) and St. Luke (Luke viii. 4-6). 
The same parables are often recorded by all three 
Evangelists. We have an instance of this in the 
parable di the sowef, and in each account we read of 
the seed falling on the wayside, on the stony ground, 
among thorns, and on good ground. Jesus constantly 
referred to the things around Him to illustrate and to 
make plain the truths He taught ; the lilies — the trees 
— ^the flowers — the birds of the air — the fishermen or 
the husbandmen — are each made by turn to serve 
this purpose ; and probably familiar things close at 
hand suggested to our Lord's mind the parable of 
the sower. 

A recent traveller noticed on the shore of the Sea of 
Galilee just such scenery and just such objects as Jesus 
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may have had around Him on this occasion. " There/' 
he says, "was the undulating corn-field descending to 
the water's edge. There was the trodden pathway run- 
ning through the midst of it, with no fence or hedge to 
prevent the seed from falling here and there on either 
side of it, or upon it; itself hard with the constant 
tramp of horse and mule and human feet There was 
the * good ' rich soil, which distinguishes the whole of 
that plain '' (the plain of Gennesaret) " and its neigh- 
bourhood from the bare hills descending elsewhere 
into the lake, and which, where there is no interruption, 
produces one vast mass of com. There was the rocky 
ground of the hill-side, protruding here and there 
through the corn-fields, as elsewhere through the grassy 
slopes. There were the large bushes of thorn . . 
springing upon the very midst of the waving wheat."' 
And if we picture to ourselves the blue Jake— the boat 
resting upon it, in which sat Jesus and His disciples— 
the white sandy beach — the multitude of listening 
people eagerly pressing one another to the waters 
edge, we have the whole scene before us. Jesus Him- 
self explains the parable of the sower (iv. 14-20). The 
four places on which the seed falls— the wayside, the 
stony ground, the thorns, the good ground — represent 
four states of the human heart; they are so many 
pictures portraying to us the hard heart, into which 
the word cannot penetrate ; the shallow heart, without 
depth and without reality ; the worldly heart, the heart 
divided between God and mammon, between God and 
"the lusts of other things ;" and lastly, the heart pre- 
pared by God's grace — the " good ground," where the 
seed ^^ sprang up and increased^^ and brought forth 

' Dean Stanley's Sinai and Palestifu. 
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thirty, sixty, or one hundred fold. The expression 
" sprang up and increased,'' given only by St. Mark, 
taken together with the parable of " the seed growing 
secretly" (likewise found only in St. Mark's Gospel), 
shews possibly " that the growth of the spiritual life 
may have been a doctrine much prized by St. Mark, 
and possibly also a doctrine thus prized by him 
because holding a forward place in the teaching of 
St. Peter." 

In the beautiful parable of the seed growing secretly 
we have portrayed the gradual growth of the spiritual 
life — first the blade, then the ear, then the full corn in 
the ear ; and as it is the only one peculiar to St. Mark 
it will be well to give it a brief consideration. 

" So is the kingdom of God as if a man should cast 
seed into the ground, and should sleep, and rise night 
and day, and the seed should spring and grow up, he 
knoweth not how." 

This parable shews, then, that the spiritual life in 
the heart of man has a gradual and orderly growth, like 
the plants and trees of the natural world ; and that 
just as " the earth bringeth forth fruit of herself," the 
Divine seed will grow of itself and bear fruit, if we 
only receive it into "an honest and good heart" — a 
heart prepared by Divine grace — and choke it not nor 
hinder it by worldliness, sinfulness and neglect. 

But this is not all :. the growth and progress of the 
universal Church is also shadowed forth in this 
parable. 

At His first coming the Lord planted His universal 
Church in the world, and then left it without His 
visible interference. The Divine seed is to grow and 
increase and come to perfection^ and then, when the 
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harvest of the earth is ripe, will the Lord return with 
His reapers. 

The mustard seed (like the draw-net of St. Matthew) 
shews that not only the increase of the Church but 
that its unity was part of the intention of its Divine 
Founder. "The mustard- tree, however many branches 
it may have, is one tree developed out of one seed. 
The draw-net, however many meshes it may have, is 
but one net."* 

Jesus warned His disciples to take heed what they 
heard (iv. 24). It is as if He had said, "With what mea- 
sure ye mete — or measure — out your own hearing, with 
the same measure shall fresh instruction be measured out 
to you." " In proportion to your faithfulness in receiv- 
ing My teaching shall more truth be intrusted to you." 

The stilling of the tempest recorded by St. Mark 
(iv. 35-41) is the same miracle as that related by St. 
Matthew (Matt. viii. 23-27) and St. Luke (Luke viii. 
22-2$) ; but St. Mark's account is the fullest. It was 
the evening of the day on which our Lord had spoken 
so many parables that He crossed over with His 
disciples to the other side of the lake, that is to the 
eastern shore opposite to Capernaum, where He had 
been teaching ; and " they took Him even as He was " 
— ^without refreshment. And so when the storm came 
upon them it was no wonder that Jesus (Whose human 
body was subject to fatigue like our own) should be 
found " in the hinder part of the ship, asleep on a 
pillow," as St. Mark tells us ; and from him alone we 
learn the very words of the Lord's rebuke to the winds 
and waves — " Peace, be still ;" and also that "they feared 
<*jcceedingly " when they saw the power of their Divine 

' Dean Goulburn. 
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Master, and how "even the wind and the sea obey 
Him.'' 

Again, St. Mark's account of the healing of the 
Gadarene demoniac is the fullest and most striking 
(v. 1-20 ; compare with this Matt. viii. 28-34 ; Luke 
viii. 26-39). Landing next morning at the porth- 
east corner of the Sea of Galilee, in " the country of 
the Gadarenes" (see Note i), Jesus and His disciples 
were met by a being from the tombs or caves cut in 
the rock on the hill-side, who came rushing down 
upon them more like a wild beast than a man, — naked 
fierce, terrible. It was a demoniac — a man possessed 
by devils — ^the terror of every one who dared to pass 
that way. No chains could bind him, no fetters were 
strong enough to hold him. Fearful he was to look 
upon as he approached our Lord and fell down before 
Him, crying out with a loud voice and saying, " What 
have I to do with Thee, Jesus, Thou Son of the Most 
High. God? I adjure Thee by God that Thou torment 
me not." Then how vividly is the scene put before us 
— ^the calm answer of Jesus — the rush of the herd of 
swine — the flight of their keepers — the man so long 
grievously tormented by devils '"sitting and clothed 
and in his right mind" — the excitement and awe of 
the townspeople, who begged Jesus to leave them — 
the rescued man following Him to the boat and pray- 
ing not to be separated from Him — the departure of the 
Lord and His disciples; while "he who lately uttered 
hideous cries which scared all who came near, now told 
wondering ears the blessed news of a Deliverer." 

No sooner was their boat seen approaching the 
shore near Capernaum than the people crowded 
down to the water's edge. Amongst these wa*? 
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Jairus (Ja-i-tus), one of the rulers of the S)Tiagogue, 
in trouble for his little daughter, whom he had left at 
the point of death, so that he might now say (as in St. 
Matthew's account. Matt. ix. i8) she "is even now 
dead."' But his faith was strong enough to believe 
that Jesus could restore her to life : " 1 pray Thee, come 
and lay Thy hands upon her, and she shall live." And 
as Jesus went with the ruler the suffering woman 
touched his garment (see Note 8, Lesson X., St. 
Matthew) Sid was healed of her plague (v. 25-34). 
But now messengers came from Jairus' house to say 
that his daughterwas dead ; but her death,hke the death 
of Laiarus, was for the glory of God, and the Lord 
spoke to Jairus the comforting words, " Be not afraid, 
only believe." Arrived at the house, with Peter and 
James and John, whom only He allowed to follow Him, 
Jesus took the little girl by the hand, saying " Talitha" 
(a term of endearment) "cumi," or "My child, arise I'' 
And she arose and walked. St. Mark here repeats the 
. very words used by the Lord, as he had often heard 
them no doubt from the Apostle Peter. St. Mark does 
not always put the miracles he records in the same 
place as St. Matthew ; but neither does he profess to 
rekte them exactly in the order in which they happened. 



NOTES— LESSON IV. 

ouniry of the Caiiartnts" (see also Note 3, Lesson 
t. V. l), or Gergesenes according lo St. Matthew. 
Its of Gergesa by the lake ; but Gadara, many 
sw's "even now dead" is seemingly fl blending, for con- 
., of Ihc liicher'i and Ihe savaat'i words. 
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miles from it, was an important city, and its district — "the 
country of the Gadarenes " — would extend to Gergesa ; so 
that either way the Gospel account is accurate. St. Matthew, 
writing for his own countrymen, who knew the neighbour- 
hood, would be likely to mention the very scene of the 
miracle. St. Mark and St. Luke, writing for Gentiles, 
would as likely refer merely to the larger town, and conse- 
quently the best known. 

2. [a) **A man with an unclean spirit" (v. 2), St. Matthew 
mentions two, St. Mark and St. Luke but one. Such 
differences are not necessarily contradictions, and are just 
what might be expected in independent writers. One of the 
two demoniacs, "it is evident, fell into the background," 
and is not spoken of by either the second or third Evangelist. 

ip) **They were about two thousand" St. Mark alone 
gives the number of the swine. It does not follow that the 
unclean spirits were as numerous. 

(«r) ^^ Legion " signifying, in this case, a large number. 
A Legion was a division of the Roman army that, at different 
times, varied from 3000, as at first constituted, to 6000 in the 
time of Augustus. 



LESSON V. 

JESUS REVISITS NAZARETH — FEEDS THE FIVE THOUSAND — 
WALKS ON THE SEA— MORE QUESTIONING — THROUGH 
SIDON— MIRACLES, (vi. I — viii. 9.) 

JESUS returned once more to Nazareth, where He 
had passed all the years of infancy, childhood, and 
youth, as well as those of His mature manhood, until 
His baptism, at the commencement, as we suppose, 
of His thirty-first year. Of our Lord's return to 
Nazareth after His ministry in Galilee had begun, and 
of His rejection there — when *' the people rose up and 
thrust Him out of the city, and led Him to the brow of 
the hill that they might cast Him down headlong," — we 
have an account in the fourth chapter of St. Luke (Luke 
iv. 14-32) ; but His next visit, a few weeks afterwards, 
was the same as that recorded by St. Matthew in the 
thirteenth chapter of his Gospel (Matt. xiii. 53-58). 
The fame of our Lord's miracles must have reached 
even the people of Nazareth ; and we find that on the 
sabbath-day, when He once more taught in their 
synagogues, — and, even after His cruel rejection and 
treatment, gave them another opportunity of repen- 
tance, — they listened to Him and were astonished, 
wondering at His wisdom and His mighty works. But 



Jesus revisits Nazareth, 31 

the old spirit was still at work ; the men of Nazareth 
were unchanged, for, though they did not rise up against 
Him with murderous rage, their hearts were full of 
scorn and unbelief. " Is not this the Carpenter, the son 
of Mary, the brother of James and Judas and Simon ? " 
(see Note i). "And they were offended at Him" 
(vi. 3). It is as if they had said, " Are we to believe 
indeed that this man — our village carpenter, who lived 
for years amongst us, and whose relations we know — 
is the glorious Messiah promised by God — the Deliverer 
— the Great King who is to restore the kingdom to 
Israel — the Son of David who is to sit on David's 
throne?" And so He was to them, no less than to their 
rulers, a stone of stumbling and a rock of offence. 
Jesus marvelled because of their unbelief, saying, " A 
prophet is not without honour but in his own country ; " 
and we see (ver. 5) that Christ's blessings are given in 
proportion to our faith. To him who hath faith they 
shall be given, and from him that hath it not, such 
neglected privileges shall be taken away. 

On the evening of this day, or on the morrow, as is 
more likely, our Lord began a short tour in Galilee — 
journeying probably towards Capernaum, and at this 
time He sent out the twelve Apostles, by two and two, 
on a short missionary journey (vi. 7-13), after giving 
them power over unclean spirits, and with injunctions 
doubtless to meet Him in a little while at Capernaum, 
Here then they met again their Divine Master, bringing 
with them tidings of the murder of John the Baptist, 
who had been beheaded by Herod Antipas, Tetrarch 
of Galilee, in fulfilment of his promise to Salome, the 
daughter of Herodias (see vi. 17-29). Then, partly in 
sorrow for the murder of John, His great Forerunner, 
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partly for rest, and also that He might for a little while 
be alone with His disciples, Jesus crossed over with 
them to the solitudes on the eastern side of the Sea 
of Galilee. But neither here could rest and solitude be 
had. No sooner did the people see them depart than 
they hastened on foot six miles round the head of the 
lake, and crossing the Jordan, met our Lord on the 
other side, so that in a little while a great multitude 
had come together. And Jesus taught them, and then, 
before more than five thousand witnesses, He shewed 
His creative power, multiplying the five loaves and the 
two fishes, until the people, as they sat " in ranks by 
hundreds and fifties" on the slopes of the hills of 
Bashan, or upon the rich plain of Bethsaida Julias, all 
ate and were satisfied, and the twelve disciples filled each 
one his basket with the fragments (see Note 5, Lesson 
VII. St. Matt.). Then St. Mark relates how, after 
the people had departed, Jesus prayed in solitude, while 
His disciples were returning without Him across the 
lake ; and how He saw them through the darkness "toil- 
ing in rowing " against the contrary wind. Then he tells 
us of our Lord's miraculous walk upon the stormy 
sea, the fright of His disciples, and their " sore amaze- 
ment'' when the Lord came up unto them into the ship, 
and the wind ceased ; and how, on the western side, 
the sick were brought unto Him from every side, and 
He healed them (vi. 48-56). How wonderful were 
Christ's miracles ! But what were they, and what did 
they prove ? They were evidences of a -Divine Power 
— of an Almighty, Everliving God ; and as our Lord 
did them in His own Name and by His own power they 
proved Him to be Divine. 
But the Scribes and Pharisees returned again from 
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Jerusalem^ making fresh charges against the Holy 
One. "Why," said they, "walk not Thy disciples 
according to the tradition of the elders, but eat bread 
with unwashen hands ?*' Our Lord's answer crushes 
them. Defilement comes not from outward things, 
but is from within, from the heart (vii. 15) ; it was they 
therefore that transgressed. 

But our Lord would no longer stay in Gahlee. St. 
Mark says He arose and went into the borders of Tyre 
and Sidon (vii. 24) ; but even here rest and seclusion 
were denied Him, for as St. Mark tells* us "He could 
not be hid f and here He yielded to the entreaties and 
rewarded the faith of the Gentile woman (see vii. 25- 
30). Then, according to the reading of the three oldest 
MSS., "from the coasts of Tyre He came through 
Sidon^ and so, as Bishop EUicott' remarks, "we are 
certainly led to extend this journey beyond the Tyrian 
frontier, and further to draw the interesting inference, 
that our Lord, moved probably by the great faith of 
the Syrophoenician woman, actually passed into the 
heathen territory, visited ancient and idolatrous Sidon, 
and from the neighbourhood of that city commenced 
His south-easterly circuit toward Decapolis and the 
further shore of the Sea of Gennesaret." 

St. Mark singles out one miracle, from many, doubt-, 
less, that our Lord did in these regions, and tells us of 
the deaf and dumb man whom Jesus first took apart and 
then healed (vii. 32-37) ; and the people made known 
the miracle far and wide, saying, "He hath done all 
things well. He maketh the deaf to hear and the 
dumb to speak'' (vii. 37). 

A great multitude were gathered once more round 

' HuUnrical Lectures on tJu Life of our Lord Jesus Christ, • 
N.T.— II. C 
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the Lord, and they could Dot be sent away list- 
ing to their distant homes; so Jesus had compassion 
on them, and once again put forth His miraculous 
power, feeding four thousand with five loaves near the 
spot lAere a few weeks before He had fed a still larger 
number : " so they did eat and were filled, and the 
disciples gathered of the broken meat that ^33 left 
seven ba^ets" (viii i-^ 



NOTES— LESSON V, 

I. " Tfu irotiur ef yama, and Josa, and af Judo, and 
Simon" (MarkvL 3). Who these brethren of Jesos were has 
been «. matter of dispnte. Some have supposed them to be 
children of Joseph ind Mary. Rejecting this as inconsisteiit 
with [he uniTeisal seutimeDt of the Chnich, and with the com- 
mendation of Muy to the care fX St John on Good Friday, 
others have adopted Jerome's view, that they were not brothers 
but first cousins loom' Lord — children of Cleopas and Maiy the 
sister of the Vii^in, roan; identifyiiig three of them with the 
Apostles— James the son of Alphaus, and Simon and Jude 
his brothers. Bot against this commonly received view 
there are two almost latal objections ; (i) St John (vil 5) 
tells us that daring the ministiy they did not believe in onr 
Lord's divine misucm ; (3) in Acts L 14 they are mentioned 
as distinct from the Twdve. It may further be urged 
against St Jerome's view, that it is far more likely that fitnr 
■A in John lii. 25, than that Mary's sister 
Mary ; and further, that the constancy of 
seems to forbid the notion of their being 
lains therefore the third opinion, so abtj 
!Ssor Lightfoot in his' CommaitaTy en 
were sons of Joseph by a former mar- 
thereibre of our Blessed Lord. All 



Notes, 35 

became believers after the Resurrection, and two of them rose 
to repute in the Church — James, the author of the General 
Epistle, called an Apostle (in Col. i. 19) as Paul and Barnabas 
were, and Jude, the author of the General Epistle. 

2. Words or passages needing explanation : — 

(fl) ** Shake off the dust under your feet for a testimony 
against them^^ (vi. 1 1. See p. 26, Lesson V., St. Matthew). 
It may here be repeated that it was the custom of the 
Jews to shake off the dust of Gentile countries, when on 
their return from them they again set foot in their own land. 

(^) ^*Corban** (vii. ii), an offering — something devoted 
to holy uses or dedicated to God. 

(c) ^*A Syrophcenidan '* (ver. 26), an inhabitant of S3n-o- 
phoenicia, a narrow plain extending north icx) miles from the 
promontory of the Tyrian Ladder along the coast, between 
the Mediterranean Sea and the mountains. 



LESSON VL 

IN GALILEE — PHARISEES AND SADDUCEES — ^TO BETHSAIDA 
JULIAS — THE BLIND MAN — TO CiESAREA PHILIPPI — 
PETER'S CONFESSION — THE HARD LESSON — PETER*S 
REBUKE — THE TRANSFIGURATION — THE DEMONIAC 
BOY — RETURN TO GALILEE, (viii. lO— ix. 50.) 

ONCE again our Lord crossed over to Galilee, 
landing in the neighbourhood of Dalmanutha, 
near to Magdala, which was on the sea-shore at the 
southern end of the plain of Gennesaret; and here 
the Pharisees again come to Him — not in humility, not 
in faith, not to listen to His words that they may be 
instructed by them, but in the old spirit of enmity and 
hardness of heart and unbelief. This time they were 
leagued with the Sadducees ; for though the Pharisees 
and Sadducees differed in most things, and dis- 
liked each other, they agreed only too well in their 
hatred of the Holy One. And taking no account of 
our Lord's miracles, the fame of which had gone again 
and again through all the land, amazing the people 
and troubling the guilty Herod, they came to Him, 
"seeking of Him a sign from heaven" (that is, from the 
«ky), "tempting Him" (viii. ii); and how sorrowful yet 
V gentle was His reproof, as, sighing deeply in spirit. 
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He said that no such sign as they asked for should be 
given to them ; and so He left them, cautioning His 
disciples against the leaven of their doctrine, and 
returned to the other side of the lake — to Bethsaida 
Julias. Here we behold Jesus leading a blind man 
out of the town by the hand (viii. 23) ; an incident 
recorded in St Mark's Gospel only; and grateful 
should we be to the author of it for giving us this pic- 
ture of the compassionate Saviour, Whose kindness 
and gentleness no ill-treatment could abate, and Whose 
love no cruelty was able to extinguish. Another 
thing to be noted is, that this miracle was different in 
some respects from any that have gone before it. It 
was progressive — that is to say, the cure did not 
come all at once, but little by little. Jesus anointed 
the eyes of the blind man, and forthwith he saw, 
though indistinctly — " he saw men as trees walking ;" 
but when the Lord had put His hands upon him again 
he saw "clearly" (viii. 23-25). Jesus always dealt 
with each person as was best for him ; and doubtless 
there was a reason, though we know it not, for 
the way in which our Lord performed this work of 
mercy. 

Our Lord and His Apostles now bent their footsteps 
northward, in the direction of Caesarea Philippi. This 
city had been rebuilt by Herod the Great, and further 
improved by Herod Philip, who named it partly after 
the Emperor of Rome and partly after himself. It 
looked out upon the plain of Merom, and it was sur- 
rounded by the most beautiful scenery in Palestine. On 
every side of it were groves of oaks and olives, and pro- 
bably, as noiv, thickets of hawthorn, myrtle and acacia. 

St. Mark has recorded some of our Lord's teachings 
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on the way thither (viiL 27, 28) — ^how His question 
"Whom do men say that I am?** drew forth St. 
Peter's memorable confession, " Thou art the Christ!" 
But St. Mark omits all mention of the blessing bestowed 
on St. Peter by his Divine Master ; and this reticence 
is interesting, if we are right in believing that St 
Peter's narrative formed the groundwork of St Mark's 
GospeL 

Why, may we suppose, did Jesus charge His dis- 
ciples to tell no man that He was the Christ? (viiL 
30). The reason appears to have been (to use the words 
of Bishop Ellicott), " that our Lord's time was not yet 
come, and that expectations were not to be raised 
among those who would have sought to realize them 
in tumults and popular excitement"' 

And now oiu: Lord began seriously to check the 
passionately cherished longing of even His own dis- 
ciples for a triumphant Messiah, and to accustom their 
minds to what was so staggering to their faith, so 
great a trial of their faithfulness to Him, and so 
crushing to all their hopes, — the doctrine of a suffering 
and crucified Saviour, and a kingdom that was to be 
only spiritual — at least until His coming again ; all 
the more strange to them now that they had learned 
more fully their Lord's divinity, and were assured that 
He was indeed no other than "the Christ" — the 
Messiah Who was to come. And so " He began to 
teach them, that the Son of Man must suffer many 
things, and be rejected of the elders and of the chief 
priests and scribes, and be killed, and after three days 
rise again" (viii. 31). Then followed St Peter's rash 
and irreverent remonstrance, and our Lord's unsparing 

* Hiitorical Lectures on ike Life of our Lord yestts Christ. 
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rebuke (viii. 32, 33), which St Mark has so fully 
recorded. 

And after six days, Jesus, taking with Him Peter and 
James and John, ascended a high mountain (see Note i, 
LessonVIIL, St Matthew), and was transfigured before 
them. St Matthew's account of this we have akeady 
considered ; but we owe to St Mark some additional 
touches (which are printed in italics in the following 
quotation from St. Mark's narrative), as naight indeed 
be expected, for his descriptions are generally more 
minute than St. Matthew's. St Mark says : — ^^ He was 
transfigured before them. And His raiment became 
shining, exceeding white as snow; so as no fuller on 
earth can white them. And there appeared unto them 
Elias with Moses : and they were talking with Jesus. 
And Peter answered and said to Jesus, Master, it is 
good for us to be here : and let us make three taber- 
nacles ; one for Thee, and one for Moses, and one for 
Elias. For he wist not what he said; for they were 
sore afraid. And there was a cloud that overshadowed 
them : and a voice came out of the cloud, saying, This 
is My beloved Son : hear Him." But as the disciples 
beheld all this in wondering awe the scene changed, 
and Jesus was once more alone with them ; and it may 
add an interest to St Mark's description of this great 
event to remember that he has very possibly made use 
of St. Peter's own words — the words of an eyewitness.* 

On the next day, as they came down from the moun- 
tain, the three Apostles asked Jesus about Malachi's 
prophecy of the coming of Elijah (Mai. iv. 5,6). " Why," 
they asked, "say the scribes that Elias must first come?" 

' Compare St Peter's allusion to the Transfiguration in his Second 
Epistle, L i6-z8. 
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They were perpleated about it ; for they had just seen 
Elijah with the Lord, and he was gone : was this all 
they were to see of him f And Jesus " answered and 
told them, Elias verily cometh first, and restoreth all 
things ; . . . but I say unto you, that Elias is indeed 
come." Thus He explained to them that Elijah had 
indeed come in spirit in the person of John the Baptist 
(Matt xi. 14) ; although we may, prolsably, look for 
a more exact fulfilment of the prophecy at or before 
the Second Advent 

So Jesus and the three Apostles left the Mount of 
Glory and all the wonders of the Transfiguration, to join 
theolher disciples, where a very different scene awaited 
them, which St Mark brings before us very vividly. 
Our Lord had already given His disciples power over 
unclean spirits (vi. 7) ; but when in His absence their 
aid was asked in the case of the demoniac boy, lo ! 
they were powerless, and exposed to the mockery of the 
ever-watchful enemies of their Divine Master. But in 
their perplexityJesusHimself appeared amongst them, 
and straightway (as St. Mark alone mentions) all the 
people, when they beheld Him, were gready amazed ; 
or, as the words imply, beheld Hitn with awe and 
wonder, occasioned (may we not suppose) by some 
lingering trace of the Transfiguration glory beaming 
from His Person or countenance. 

owfiilly rebuking the general want of faith, our 
lommanded the sufferer to be brought to Him. 
followed the terror of the evil spirit at the pre- 
af the Holy Ono — the foaming and wallowing of 
tim— the cry of the father, faithful even in his 
— the crowding round of the multitude — our 
word of authority, — " I charge thee"— the dread 



Notes. 41 

cry of the departing spirit — the death-like swoon of him 
who had so long been its victim — ^the power of our 
Lord's uplifting and healing hand^ shewing that it was 
indeed the hand of the all-powerful incarnate Son 
of God ! 

Then Jesus and His disciples passed through Galilee 
to Capernaum ; and there our Lord rebuked the proud 
contention of His disciples for the first place in that 
earthly kingdom of which they still so strangely dreamed 
(see ix. 33-37). 



NOTES— LESSON VL 

1. Lebanon^ a chain of mountains to the north of Palestine. 
Under this name, however, two distinct and parallel ranges 
of mountains are included, enclosing the long valley of Coele- 
Syria, from five to six miles wide, and sometimes called the 
Valley of Lebanon. The westernmost of these is Lebanon 
Proper. The other or eastern range was called " Lebanon 
towards the Rising Sun," or Anti-Libanus. 

2. Words or expressions requiring explanation : — 

" NofiUUr on earth " (ix. 3). The fuller in cleaning linen 
garments gave them a brilliant whiteness. 

''Wist not'' (ver. 6), knew not. " Wis" is an old English 
word meaning to know ; and it is still retained in the first 
syllable of the word Wis^ovcu 

" Tare him'' (ver. 20), that is, convulsed him. 

''For every one shall be salted with salt " (ver. 49), that is, 
every one "must be purified by the fire of self-discipline, 
even as every sacrifice is seasoned with salt " This self-dis- 
cipline or mortification is referred to before (w. 45, 47) in 
cutting off the right hand or foot and plucking out the right 
eye. 
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IN PBRjEA— THE PHARISEE'S QUESTION— THE RICH YOUNG 
KULER— JESUS BLESSING LITTLE CHILDREN— JERICHO 
—HEALING OF BARTIM^US. (j[. 1-52.) 

IN each of the three earlier Gospels there is a great 
gap or break dividing the narrative into two parts, 
the first recording the Galilsean ministry, and the 
second the events of the last six months of our Lord's 
sojourn on earth, ending with the solemn scenes of 
Passion Week and the Crucifixion. 

In St. Matthew's Gospel this break is found at xix. t, 
in St Mark x. i, and in St. Luke ix. 51. The ninth 
chapter of St. Mark's Gospel leaves Jesus at Caper- 
naum, but at the opening of the tenth chapter we 
behold Him on the eastern side of the Jordan, on the 
borders of Judsea. 

Now, to fill up the gap, supposing we were read- 
: — .!.„ f — J. fQj. a complete account of our Lord's 
1 refer to St. Johh vii., eta, to St Luke 
iving chapters. 

se learn that, leaving His disciples, 
;maum, our Lord went up {" not openly, 
n secrefO to the Feast of the Taber- 
to be held in Jerusalem in October ; 
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after which it seems likely that He returned to Galilee, 
and, taking with Him His twelve Apostles, set out 
upon His great public and solemn journey as Messiah, 
sending out messengers to prepare His way, and pass- 
ing through Samaria to Jerusalem. Then followed the 
brief sojourn in Jerusalem, and teaching in the Temple, 
of which an account is given in the eighth, ninth, and 
tenth chapters of St John ; and, after the Feast of 
Dedication in December, our Lord left Jerusalem, with 
His disciples, for the Jordan, and continued His min- 
istry there, awaiting the great Feast of the Passover in 
the Spring of the year ; for then, and not till then, will 
He, the true Paschal Lamb, be offered (see Note i). 

We are now prepared to follow St. Mark's narrative 
of our Lord's ministry in Peraea (see Note 2), or, as the 
Evangelist tells us, " on the borders of Judaea," by the 
farther side of Jordan (x. i). 

The hostile Pharisees still tracked our Lord's foot- 
steps, and questioned Him about divorce — ^whether it 
was lawful or not for a man to put away his wife, and 
to marry another ? It was a crafty question, (i) be- 
cause the Jews themselves were divided into two 
schools or parties about it, so that whatever our Lord 
said would offend one party or the other ; and (2) 
Jesus was now in the dominions of Herod Antipas, 
who had put away his lawful wife, and married Hero- 
dias, the murderer of John the Baptist ; and the ven- 
geance of Herodias, which had fallen so swiftly and 
fatally on the great Forerunner, would not spare 
that Mightier One, of whom John testified, if He too 
should rebuke such marriages, and forbid divorce, 
except for the one cause of unfaithfulness. Jesus first 
asked these men learned in the Law what Moses com- 
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manded. The law of Moses did not forbid divorce, so 
the answer of the Pharisees was ready : — " Moses suf- 
fered to write a bill of divorcement, and to put her 
away.'* But this was because of the hardness of their 
hearts ; and our Lord went back to the first institution 
of marriage (Gen. ii. 24), and declared plainly that if 
our relations one to another were purer and loftier, 
a man and woman once united by God as husband 
and wife might not be separated by the hand of man 
(x. 2-12). It is sad to think how far we still are from 
realizing this holier state of society. 

The next scene is far different; instead of hypo- 
critical Pharisees with their subtle questions, we 
see little children led to the feet of Jesus ; and 
when the disciples would keep them away, our 
Lord " was much displeased,*' and said, " Suffer 
the little children to come unto Me, and forbid 
them not." Nor is this all, for St. Mark has 
added yet another beauty to this marvellous picture 
of our Lord's tenderness by one of those touches 
which often give such life and reality to the scene he 
is describing, and brings it so vividly before us, that 
instead of looking through the mist of ages at some 
dim outline, we seem to gaze at what is actually pass- 
ing before our eyes. St Matthew and St Luke have 
both put the same event on record ; but it is only St 
Mark who tells us that the compassionate Saviour 
^^took up the little ones in His arms, and put His 
hands upon them, and blessed them." This should 
teach us that infants, though too young to understand, 
may yet receive a spiritual blessing, and that " all the 
gifts of God do not enter into the soul by the door 
of the understanding;" while it may also encourage us 



The Rich Young Ruhr. 45 

" earnestly to believe that our Lord favourably receives 
the infants brought to Him in Baptism, and embraces 
them with the arms of His mercy." 

" And when He was gone forth into the way there 
came one running, and kneeled to Him, and asked 
Him, Good Master, what shall I do that I may in- 
herit eternal life?" (x. 17). 

It was on Thursday the 7th Nisan that, followed by 
the Twelve, and a great number of Galilaean disciples, 
our Lord began this His last sad journey to Jerusalem. 
And from' another Gospel we learn that they started 
from Ephraim, a place fourteen miles north-east of 
the holy city, where Jesus had retired after that great 
miracle (of which we read only in the Gospel of St. 
John) when the Council sought to kill Him, 

This story of the rich young ruler we have glanced 
at before (see St. Matthew, Lesson ix. p. 54) ; but we 
learn from St. Mark some additional particulars — (i) 
that the young man " came running," in eager haste, 
and (unlike the hypocritical Pharisees) in undoubted 
sincerity; (2) thai he "kneeled," shewing all re- 
spect; (3) that "Jesus beholding him loved him;" 
(4) that He said to him, " Take up thy cross;" (5) that 
the ruler was "sad" — filled with gloomy dejection; 
and lastly, we learn from St. Mark that our Lord 
spoke of those who " trust in riches," when He said, 
- " How hardly shall they that have riches enter into 
the kingdom of God!" and "It is easier for a camel 
to go through the eye of a needle than for a rich man 
to enter into the kingdom of God." Nevertheless it 
has been well said " that the mere possession of riches 
ever brings with it the danger and temptation of lov- 
ing and trusting in them; so that *they that have 
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riches' and they 'that /rust in riches' may be more 
nearly one than we sometimes think." In what way, 
however, are we to understand Oirist's promise, that 
those who forsake all for Him " shall receive in Ihis 
life an hundredfold ?" It means, doubtless, that they 
will have far more true happiness than those who 
choose their piortion in this life. 

"And they were in the way going up to Jerusalem; 

and Jesus went before them: and they were amazed; 

and as they followed, they were afraid." These are 

St. Mark's striking words. Jesus "going'before" — 

leading the way with dauntless firm-set purpose — the 

disciples following in awe, amazement, and perplexity ! 

And then, taking the Twelve aside from the multitude 

of His Galilean followers, our Lord, for the third time, 

prepared tbem for tho^e terrible days that were to 

close the coming week, and foretold once again all that 

would befall Him — how that He should be delivered 

{i.e. betrayed) to the chief priests, who would deliver 

Him to the Gentiles {<>. the Romans), and that they 

should mock Him, scourge Him, spit upon Him, and 

kill Him, and the third day He should rise again {x. 

32-34). And then, still leading the way, Jesus went to 

face all this. His disciples still strangely dreaming 

only of the chief places in a temporal kingdom (see 

X. 3S-37)- 

Their road led them through Jericho, a town famous 

' history of the chosen people ; for it was 

lace in the promised land taken by the 

)r rather miraculously given into their hands 

lighty. In old times it was called the " City 

es," and it had lost nothing of its beauty and 

: in the time of our Lord (or more correctly it 
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was restored to it after a period of decay), having been 
magnificently rebuilt by Herod the Great. Both in 
climate and position it was a favoured city. Though 
close to the bare and bleak " hill-country/' it stood, 
well sheltered, far down in the fertile Jordan valley, 
looking across that river upon the blue mountains of 
Moab. Its trade was large in dates, spices, and fruits, 
the products of its sunny gardens and orchards ; added 
to which, more than one great thoroughfare to Jeru- 
salem passed through the town and district ; and now, 
at the- time of which we write, caravans of Passover 
pilgrims were hastening along them on their way to 
the royal city, St Mark gives us no account of our 
Lord's stay in Jericho, but tells us that " as He went out 
of Jericho with His disciples and a great number of 
people, blind Bartimaeus (the son of Timaeus) sat by the 
wayside begging" (see Note 3) ; and there he had sat 
for many a weary hour. But on thjis day in particular 
he heard something unusual — the sound of many foot- 
steps and the hum of many voices excited his curiosity 
to know the cause ; and when he heard it was Jesus of 
Nazareth passing by, he began to cry out and say, 
** Jesus, Thou Son of David, have mercy on me." 
*' Son of David " — this title shewed that he had faith in 
Jesus as the Messiah, and he had heard of His mira- 
cles. So he supplicated the Great Healer, beseeching 
Him to give him sight ; and when he was told to 
"hold his peace," "he cried the more a great deal, 
Thou Son of David, have mercy on me :" and joyfully 
must have sounded in the ears of the blind man the 
kindly words of the bystanders, " Be of good comfort, 
rise ; He calleth thee." He had no need to be called a 
second time, for (as St. Mark tells us) in his eager 
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haste he cast oflThis outer and cmnbroos garment and 
went to Jesos. The compassionate Sayiom* was stand- 
ing still waiting for him, and the blind man heard those 
words that would surely dwell for ever in his remem- 
brance — ^Go thy way; thy £uth hath made thee 
whole : and immediately he received his sight, and 
followed Jesus in the way." " The Light of the World " 
had not only shone into his heart, but he who had 
been so long shut up in the blackness of darkness be- 
held the blessed light of day and the vision of beauty 
around him — ^the blue sky of that southern clime, the 
flowing river, the stately palms, the thousand flowers 
in the green meadows and upon the wayside path, 
and above all the sacred face and form of his meroifitl 
Deliverer. 

Here then, before the thousands of Jericho, Jesus 
gave yet another proof of His Messiahship — one more 
proof of His Oneness with that Almighty God Who in 
the beginning said, " Let there be light, and there was 
light" 
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1. The exact order of events during the last six months of 
our Lord^s sojourn on earth cannot be learnt from any single 
Gospel ; and, taking the four narratives together, it is still a 
matter of difficulty, and not free from doubt. When these 
several narratives have all been considered, we shall be able 
to enter more fully into details. 

2. Pertea, a Greek wore} meaning *Uh€ opposite country ^^ 
or ** the country beyond,** In the time of our Lord it was a 
name given to Palestine beyond the Jordan, the northern 
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part of which was included in the Tetrarchy of Philip and 
the southern part (Peraea Proper) in that of Herod Antipas. 

3. **BartimauSy^ meaning the son of Timaeus. ** Bar^** 
at the beginning of Hebrew names, stands always for '*son 
of," as Bartholomew, Barsabas, etc. 

St. Matthew speaks of two blind men. St. Mark and St. 
Luke of only one. The first two Evangelists tell us that the 
healing took place as Jesus was going out from Jericho, St. 
Luke that it happened as our Lord was coming nigh to 
the city. How are these accounts to be reconciled ? Trench 
(following Bengel) considers "the right reconciliation of the 
difficulty" to be "that one cried to Him as He drew near 
to the city, whom yet He cured not then, but on the morrow 
at His going out of the city cured him together with the other, 
to whom in the meanwhile he had joined himself. St Mat- 
thew will then relate by anticipation, as is not uncommon 
with all historians, the whole of the event where he first in- 
troduces it, rather than by cutting it in two halves, and de- 
ferring the conclusion, preserve a more painfiil accuracy, yet 
lose the effect which the complete history, related at a breath, 
would possess." 
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LESSON VIII 

THE MONTH NISAN — ASPECT OF THE COUNTRY — OF JERU- 
SALEM — ^THE JEWISH RELIGION — ^ITPES — ^THE TEMPLE- 
WORSHIP — ^THE PASSOVER : ITS TYPICAL MEANING— 
• THE TRUE PASCHAL LAMB. 

ON leaving Jericho our Lord began the last stage 
of His journey to Jerusalem, and the most toil- 
some. The whole eighteen miles is one long ascent. 
Jerusalem lies more than 3000 feet higher than Jericho, * 
and the steepest part of this rugged and dangerous 
road is immediately below Bethany, a retired moun- 
tain-hamlet, two miles east of the Holy City, and 
hidden from it by the intervening ridge of Olivet. 
Here, at this quiet village, where our Lord arrived six 
days before the Passover, we leave Him a while, and 
take a glance at the sacred capital of Palestine, then 
preparing for the great Festival so near at hand. 

It was the most important of the sacred seasons of 
the Jews, for the round of Temple-festivals was about 
to begin with the Passover and the Feast of Unleavened 
Bread (see Note i). For more than a month past . 
preparations had begun, in the repair of bridges and 
roads throughout the land, and the whitening of the 
sepulchres around Jerusalem (see Note 2). It was the 
first month of the sacred year, though the seventh of 
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the civil year — ^the month Abib (the month of sprout- 
ing, or of green ears), or Nisan, as it had been called 
since the return of the Jews from their captivity in 
Babylon, and it answers to parts of otir March and 
April. In the warmer climate of Palestine it is the 
greenest, freshest, and most beautiful season of the 
year. The cold and the rain are past, and the burn- 
ing sun of the later months has not yet withered either 
grass or plant. The barley has been for some time in 
the ear, and is nearly ripe, while the innumerable 
flowers of spring are in all their glory. The crescent- 
moon of the beginning of the month is now nearly full, 
and Jerusalem, on the eve of this memorable Passover 
more than 1840 years ago, was putting on her holiday 
attire. Thousands and thousands of pilgrims, from 
all parts of the land, and from countries far beyond, 
were pouring into the Holy City, until it was full to 
overflowing, while tens of thousands more were setting 
up their tents and booths (see Note 3) in the gardens 
and vacant spaces, and over the west side of Olivet 
without the walls, still singing perchance those songs 
of joy that burst from their lips when they first caught 
sight of the hills around their beloved Zion. 

And our Lord came to this feast of the Passover, 
because the time had come for Him to lay down His 
life for the sins of the world, and it was meet that He, 
of Whom the paschal lamb was a type — He Who was 
indeed the true Paschal Lamb^ — should be slain at the 
paschal season. 

The better to understand this and the Gospel his- 
tory, let us consider briefly the Jewish religion and the 
meaning of all this crowding to Jerusalem. 

We have already mentioned how God taught His 
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people by shadows, types or symbols, which were 
images, pictures, or representations of things not seen; 
and in this way the thoughtful amongst them learnt 
much about God and His purposes. 

There was first the grand and stately Temple, unlike 
any other building in the world, ''a mass of snowy mar- 
ble and of gold,*' towering up hundreds of feet from its 
rocky foundation, every part of which (of the Temple 
proper) had its meaning, and was a type of things 
unseen. There was the Holy Place, and the Most 
Holy, in Which at one time were kept the ark, and the 
cherubim, and the tables of the covenant, and on which 
the cloud of the Divine glory, or Shechinah, once rested 
(see Note 4), assuring God's people that He was with 
them, and that He was their King. And as the Temple 
was unlike any other building in the world, so it stood 
alone in its uses. Here, and here only, was God's altar; 
here only might sacrifices be offered ; and here only 
might be seen in type and figure all the mysteries of 
Redemption. No imitation of all thisj of either Temple 
or services, was permitted in the Holy Land (see 
Note 5), and here alone the great festivals might be 
celebrated; and when, in addition to this, we remem- 
ber that every male Israelite was commanded to attend 
these feasts, and to present himself before the Lord in 
the holy city three times a year, we see at once the 
reason why at the Passover season tens of thousands 
of the chosen race flocked to Jerusalem. No doubt, to 
many the Temple service was merely an outside show, 
a thing of vague meaning ; but the more spiritually- 
minded worshippers would be taught the holiness of 
God, the necessity of atonement, of a Mediator, and the 
necessity of personal purity ; and their longings for the 
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Promised One Who should fulfil all types and pro- 
phecies^ and .make all plain, would be continually 
increased. 

The three great " Pilgrimage Feasts *' of Israel (as 
they are called in the Talmud) — the Passover, the 
Feast of Pentecost, and the Feast of Tabernacles — 
had both a lower and a higher meaning. The first 
had reference to the season of the year and to the 
fruits of the land ; but they had besides (and this is 
especially true of the Passover) a typical bearing. 
We need here only speak of the Passover, and of that 
sufficiently to understand its typical bearing upon the 
great and solemn event of Passion Week. 

It was instituted on that night, " much to be remem- 
bered,'* when Israel's cruel slavery in Egypt came to 
an end, and the chosen people were brought out by 
the Almighty arm, to march, as a nation, to the pro- 
mised land. Of this great historical fact, in the first 
place, the Passover (see Note 6) was the anniversary; 
but this was not all, for it was also a sacrificial rite 
(Exod. xii. 27, xxxiv. 25). But it is to its typical signi- 
ficance that we now for a moment direct our attention. 

What were the circumstances under which the Pass- 
over was instituted ? Briefly these : — ^Joseph, who in ful- 
filment of God's promises became so great a man in 
Egypt, had long slept with his fathers, and a king 
reigned who knew him not, nor remembered his bene- 
fits. Becoming alarmed at the constantly increasing 
numbers of the Israelites, Pharaoh sought to reduce 
them by persecution, and by subjecting them to a cruel 
bondage ; but this failing of its design (for the more 
he afflicted them the more they multiplied), he issued 
a decree that every male infant bom of Israelitish 
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parents should be cast into the river. At last (^od 
heard the cry of His people^ and sent Moses His ser- 
vant for their deliverance; and when the Egyptian 
king refused to let the Israelites go, plagfue followed 
plague, until at last God sent His angel to slay the 
first-bom in every home throughout the land. If on 
that solemn night we could have looked into a Hebrew 
household, what should we have beheld ? We should 
have seen the father of the family bring forth a lamb 
chosen before (a male of the first year, without spot or 
blemish)^ and slay it. Then he takes a bunch of 
hyssop, dips it into the bason in which the blood has 
been caught, and sprinkles the blood upon the lintel 
(the upper post), and the two side posts of the door of 
his house. This done, all the members of the family 
rise up in haste (prepared for a journey) to eat the 
paschal lamb. '^ Not a bone of it is to be broken," 
but, roasted entire, it is eaten with bitter herbs and 
unleavened bread. 

While the feast is going on in the silence of the 
night, the angel of the Lord passes through the land 
of Egypt, and smites the first-bom of every household; 
but mark, that where the angel sees the blood of the 
lamb sprinkled he turns aside, sheathes his sword, and 
enters not — ^that house he passes over. 

Now all this was typical — the lamb of the first year, 
without spot or blemish — slain and eaten whole — not 
a bone broken — its blood sprinkled — the destroying 
angel turned aside thereby — ^the bitter herbs and un- 
leavened bread — the haste— the flight from Egypt — all 
had a hidden meaning, and it was this : The paschal 
lamb (chosen, separated, spotless) was the type of 
Him Who was "holy, harmless, undefiled, and separate 
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from sinners — ^the Lamb of God slain for the sin of the 
world ^ (i Cor. v. 7) ; and as its blood sprinkled on the 
door-posts turned aside the destroying angel (a type 
of God's wrath), so the blood of Christ, sprinkled on 
the heart and conscience, cleanses from all sin and 
averts the anger of God. But not only was the blood 
of the lamb sprinked, its flesh, roast with fire, was 
eaten by the household; and so not only must the 
blood of Christ be sprinkled on the heart and con- 
science, but we are to feed upon Him :-»-" Verily I say 
unto you, Except ye eat the flesh of the Son of Man, and 
drink His blood, ye have no life in you« . . . My flesh 
is meat indeed, and My blood is drink indeed." 

Further, the flesh of the lamb being roast with fire, 
typified the sufferings of Christ — ^the bitter herbs, re- 
pentance—the unleavened bread, sincerity and troth. 
Leaven was a type of deceit and guile, and so put- 
ting it away signified the forsaking all pialice and 
wickedness ; and lastly, the deliverance of the Israelites 
from the heathen land of Egypt, was a type of the 
redemption of the Church from the world and from the 
power of Satan, of which Egyptian bondage was a 
figure. 

Amongst the Jews in their own land the preparations 
for the Passover began at the sunset of the 13th Nisan, 
which would, according to the Jewist mode of com- 
puting time, be the commencement of the 14th Nisan, 
the Jewish day being reckoned from evening to 
evening. 

All leaven was then strictly put away (see i Cor. 
V. 7), and in Judaea no work might be done after 
mid-day of the 14th Nisan, when the Passover was 
reckoned to begin (see Note 7). In the afternoon of 
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that day (that is, after the sun had begun to decline) the 
heads of households hastened to the Temple with their 
lambs, which they sacrificed there (see Note 8). The 
priests poured the blood at the base of the altar, and a 
most solemn hymn of praise — ^the so-called '' Hallel^' 
(Psahns cxiii. to cxviii.) — ^was sung the while. The 
service over, each bringer of a lamb retiuned to his 
home, bearing upon his shoulders the lamb whose 
blood he had offered, and which was now to be served 
up (roasted and entire) at the paschal supper. 

We have seen that the Lord Jesus was the true 
Paschal Lamb, and now all those types and shadows 
we have been considering were to be fulfilled in Him 
— ^the '' Lamb without blemish and without spot ; Who 
verily was foreordained before the foundation of the 
world " (i Peter i. 20). 



NOTES— LESSON VIIL 

1. " The Passover and the Feast of Unleavened Bread.** 
These were properly distinct (Lev. xxiii. 5, 6; Numb, xzviii 
16, 17; 2 Chron. xxx. 15-21; Ezra vi. 19-21; Mark xiv. i), 
and were celebrated on different days ; the Passover on the 
14th Nisan, and the Feast of Unleavened Bread b^;an on the 
15th, lasting seven days (Exod. xii. 1 5) . ' * But from their close 
connection they are generally treated as one, both in the Old 
and in the New Testament (Matt xxvi. 17; Mark xiv. 12; 
Luke xxii. i) ; and Josephus on one occasion even describes 
them as 'a feast for eight days' {Antiq, ii. 15, i ; but comp. 
iii. 10, 5; ix. 13, 3)."— Dr. Edersheim's Temple and its Ser- 
vices at the Time of our Lord. 

2. " The whitening of the sepulchres around Jeruscdem** 
All sepulchres were whitened a month before the Passover, 
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that pilgrims might avoid all inadvertent contact with them 
by which they would be made ceremonially miclean. These 
were the graves of those found dead, whose bodies were 
buried in the place of discovery, but the cemeteries were 
usually outside the towns. — Idem. 

These sepulchres furnished our Lord with a simile. Matt, 
xxiii. 7. 

3. ^* Putting up their tents. ^^ Pilgrims to the Passover 
were hospitably entertained by the inhabitants of Jerusalem; 
but after every house was filled to overflowing, tens of 
thousands could not find accommodation within the walls 
of the city, and so they lay camped around, — a great army of 
peaceful invaders. 

4. ^^ On which once the Shechinah stood" The Shechinah, 
or visible symbol of God's glory and presence (Exod. iii. 20, 
xiii. 21, 22, xiv. 20), rested on the Tabernacle and in Solo- 
mon's Temple, which at its consecration was filled with its 
glory (i Kings viii. 10-13; 2 Chron. v. 13, 14, etc.). There 
is no reason to suppose that it ever abode in the Second 
Temple, which was, however, made sacred by the presence 
of the Son of God. 

5. " No imitation of all this, of either Temple or services," 
was permitted. The Samaritans built a rival Temple on Mount 
Gerizim about 409 B.C., and henceforth their hatred of the 
Jews on religious grounds was intense. 

6. ^* Passover," ^* Paschal Feast," (Greek, Pascha), is 
derived from a root which means to *' step over," and refers 
to its origin (Exod. xii.), — the Destroying Angel " passing 
over" the houses of the Israelites on which the blood of the 
lamb was sprinkled. 

7. ** In Judaa no work might be done after mid-day of the 
14th Nisan." No new work was to be b^;un, that in hand 
might be finished. In Galilee, labour ceased with the com* 
mencement of the day. 
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8. ^^ After the sun had begun to decline.** The Passover 
was always sacrificed on the 14th Nisaii, and, in the time of 
our Lord, this was done, it is believed, between twelve 
o'clock and sunset. 

The Paschal Supper, however, took place on the isth, 
according to Jewish reckoning, the day beginning after sun- 
set as the first stars became visible. 



lESSON IX. 

JERtrSALEM IN THE TIME OF OUR L0Rl>^JESt7S ENTERS 
JERUSALEM AS MESSIAH — THE BARREN FIG-TREE — 
SECOND CLEANSING OP THE TEMPLE — PARABLE OF 
THE WICKED HUSBANDMEN-^THB GREAT COMMAND- 
MENT, (xi. andxii.) 

JERUSALEM in the time of our Lord was in all its 
glory. It might well be described as " beautiful 
for situation, the joy of the whole earth;" and the 
Jew who loved the sacred city with a passionate de- 
votion, which, in these days, we can hardly under- 
stand, might well exclaim with enthusiasm, ''Walk 
about Zion, and go round about her; tell the towers 
thereof; mark ye well her bulwarks; consider her 
palaces !'' It was a city of palaces — ^palaces of marble 
covered with cedar — and it would bear comparison 
with any capital in the world, not excepting even 
imperial Rome. Herod had paved its streets with 
marble, and adorned it with many a stately edifice; 
while on its crowning structure— the Temple — he. had 
lavished through six-and-forty years every embellish- 
ment that architecture could devise and wealth supply 
(see Note i). 
From whatever quarter Jerusalem was approached, 
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its appearance was grand and imposing ; but from the 
east it was peculiarly striking. Instead of coming 
gradually into view, it burst suddenly upon the sight 
as the road wound round the shoulder of Olivet ; and 
the spectator, taken by surprise, was fain to stand 
still, lost in wondering admiration, as his eye took in 
every tower and bulwark of the royal city, the great 
walls, with their hundred towers (see Note 2), the 
magnificent palace of Herod, the palace of the high 
priest, the Xystus,^r place of popular meeting, and, 
more than all, and far above all, its glorious and 
sacred Temple, would fill him with astonishment. 

Such was the scene that met the Saviour s eye as 
on that memorable Sunday in Holy Week, with His 
disciples and the mingled company of followers from 
Bethany, and sight-seers from Jerusalem, He paused 
and gazed with sad look of loving tenderness upon 
His own royal city, that was about to draw down upon 
itself such terrible condemnation — ^now so fair, but 
soon to become a desolation. 

St. John tells us that our Lord had rested during 
the sabbath at Bethany, but of this the other Evan- 
gelists make no mention. St. Mark's account of our 
Lord's triumphal entry into Jerusalem corresponds 
almost exactly with St. Matthew's — ^Jesus meekly rid- 
ing upon the ass's colt — ^the cheering multitude singing 
Hosannas, hailing Him as the Messiah, and carpeting 
the road with their garments. " Blessed," they say, 
" is He that cometh in the name of the Lord. Blessed 
be the kingdom of our father David, that cometh in 
the name of the Lord. Hosanna in the highest" 

" Blessed be the kingdom of our father David." These 
words of the 11 8th Psalm St. Mark only has recorded. 
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and they shew that those who used them believed that 
He Whom they acknowledged as Messiah was about 
to restore the kingdom of David. But His spiritual 
kingdom — and that cross and passion, death, burial, 
and resurrection whereby He was to ascend His throne 
— would have been as great a mystery to them as it was 
to the Apostles ; and, in such a state of mind, a suffer- 
ing Messiah they would have rejected utterly. 

Arrived in the city, Jesus entered the Temple, "looked 
round" upon the profaners of His Father's house, and 
then at eventide returned to Bethany with the Twelve 
(xi. ii), lodging, probably, with His friends Lazarus 
and Mary and Martha. The first three Evangelists 
omit all mention of this family, except St. Luke's one 
anecdote (x. 38-42). 

On Monday morning (the nth Nisan) — very early, 
probably before the morning meal — ^Jesus and His 
disciples were again on the road to Jerusalem. Our 
Lord "was hungry," and, in the words of St. Mark, 
" seeing a fig-tree afar off having leaves. He came, if 
haply He might find anything thereon. And when He 
came to it, He found nothing but leaves, for the time 
of figs was not yet. And Jesus answered and said 
unto it, No man eat fruit of thee hereafter for ever. 
And His disciples heard it And when even was 
come, He went out of the city. And in the morn- 
ing, as they passed by, they saw the fig-tree dried up 
by the roots" (xi. 12-14, 19, 20). 

St. Matthew (xxi. 17-20), in recording the same 
miracle, gives all the circumstances as a single pic- 
ture; while St. Mark, as is his custom, sets them 
forth more in detail. St. Matthew tells us that " pre- 
s^ently the fig-tree withered away ;" while St. Mark 
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uses the expressive phrase, that the next morning 
" they saw the Jig-tree dried up from the roots J* 

Our Lord's numberless miracles were miracles of 
mercy ; and this. His single miracle of judgment, was 
on a tree. 

Does it seem strange that a tree should be treated 
by the Lord as if it were an accountable being, and 
as if answerable for its unfruitfulness ? Does it seem 
strange that our Lord should have gone up to the tree 
as if expecting fruit, when He must have known that 
the time of figs was not yet ? We have the answer to 
these questions in the fact that our Lord was acting 
a parable. He '^ intended to shew how it would fare 
with a man or with a nation when God came looking 
from it for the fruits of righteousness, and found no- 
thing but the abundant leaves of a boastful yet empty 
profession."' It is a property of the fig-tree to bear 
fruit generally before the leaves appear ; but here was 
a fig-tree standing out from its fellows, putting forth 
leaves abundantly, giving pledge and promise that 
fruit should be found upon it, and yet utterly barren. 
In this way it symbolized or represented the Jewish 
people. The Gentiles had no fruits of righteousness, 
but they boasted of none ; the Jews were equally with- 
out any, but they claimed to have them. We have 
seen that the Pharisees were hypocrites, but they were 
also self-deceivers. While wanting utterly in all moral 
or religious worth, they thought themselves the patterns 
of excellence, and in their self-righteousness despised 
others — even the Holy One : and so our Lord said 
that the publicans and harlots were nearer the king- 
dom of God than these proud boasters. This also 

* TuMCB, The Miracles, 
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was the sin, more or less, of the whole nation — ^while 
arraying themselves in the leaves of a boastful profes- 
sion, they were without fruit acceptable to God. 

We return to the Monday in Holy Week. Jesus 
and His disciples " came to Jerusalem : and Jesus went 
into the Temple, and began to cast out them that sold 
and bought in the Temple, and overthrew the tables of 
the money-changers, and the seat of them that sold 
doves ; and would not suffer that any man should 
carry any vessel through the Temple. And He taught, 
saying unto them, Is it not written, My house shall be 
called of all nations the house of prayer?" (Isa. Ivi. 7), 
"but ye have made it a den of thieves" (xi. 1 6-17; see 
Note 3). This was the second cleansing of the Temple, 
and the only one recorded by the first three Evan- 
gelists. St. John alone mentions the first cleansing 
(John ii. 13-17). 

This market was held in the Court of the Gentiles, 
within the ground consecrated to the worship of God. 
Here animals to be used for sacrifice were sold, and 
foreign money was exchanged for Jewish coin, in which 
alone payment to the Service of the Temple might be 
made. Here men bought and sold and cheated, but 
our I^rd cast them out, and, as St. Mark only tells us, 
''would not suffer that any man should carry any 
vessel through the Temjf^e." 

We have already seen (St Matt, Lesson X.) 
how unanswerably our Lord refuted those Chief 
Priests and Scribes and Elders who came to Him the 
next day, doubtless from the High Council (the 
Sanhedrim) — to ask Him by what authority He had 
done these things (see Note 4) ; and then disappointed 
and baffled — silenced before the people — ^perpIexed by 
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the mingled wisdom and boldness of the man by whom 
their wisdom was turned into folly — ^they would gladly 
have left Jesus to teach the people unmolested ; but 
He would not let them so escape. He now turned 
round upon them — ^warning them by parables — shew- 
ing them by stories truie to the very letter (because of 
the truths that were wrapped up in them) their ingra- 
titude to God for the privileges He had bestowed upon 
them, the impurity of their hearts, the wickedness of 
their conduct towards Himself; but yet He spoke to 
them more in love than in anger, for He willed not 
that they should perish, but rather that they should 
repent and believe. 

Of the three parables spoken by our Lord upon this 
occasion St Mark records only the Parable of the 
Wicked Husbandmen (xii. 1-12): **A certain man 
planted a vineyard, and set an hedge about it, and 
digged a place for the wine-fat, and built a tower, and 
let it out to husbandmen, and went into a far country. 
And at the season he sent to the husbandmen a servant, 
that he might receive from the husbandmen of the 
fruit of the vineyard. And they caught him, and beat 
him, and sent him away empty. And again he sent 
unto them another servant ; and at him they cast stones, 
and wounded him in the head, and sent him away 
shamefully handled. And again he sent another; 
and him they killed, and many others ; beating some, 
and killing some. Having yet therefore one son, his 
well-beloved, he sent him also last unto them, saying, 
They will reverence my son. But those husbandmen 
said among themselves, This is the heir, come, let us kill 
him and the inheritance shall be ours. And they took 
him, and killed him, and cast him out of the vineyard." 
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In the Old Testament "the Vineyard of the Lord of 
Hosts is the house of Israel" (Isa. v. 7). God planted 
the Israelites in Canaan, and entered into covenant 
with them. Then leaving them to spiritual guides 
{husbandmen). He placed them on their trial, and no 
longer dealing openly with them, He withdrew, as it 
were, ^^into a far country^ sending them prophets from 
time to time ; but these they ill-treated or put to death 
(see Note 5), or, in the words of the parable, they sent 
them away ^ shamefully handled^* ^^ beating some and 
killing some!^ Still, God's patience was not at an end. 
" Having yet therefore one Son, His well-beloved, the 
Lord of the Vineyard sent Him at last unto the hus- 
bandmen," saying, '* They will reverence my Son ; " but 
no, they killed him and cast him out of the vineyard. 
Will the Pharisees listen to these words of rebuke and 
warning? Will they take them to heart? In the 
conduct of the husbandmen will they see the very 
crime they meditate? They understood indeed our 
Lord's words, but only hated Him the more for them ; 
and were only kept from laying violent hands upon 
Him by fear of the people. 

To take yet another example of Christ's teaching : — 
A Scribe had asked Him "Which is the first com- 
mandment of all ?" The Lord's answer was plain and 
direct : — To love the Lord our God with all our heart 
and mind and soul and strength is the first command- 
ment ; and there is a second commandment like unto 
it, " Thou shalt love thy neighbour as thyself." Who- 
ever keeps these two commandments keeps the whole 
Law, for love is the fulfilling of the Law. The principle 
of the Law is love, the outward effect of it is obedience. 
The Jews thought that the Law was made iip of 
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various commandments, some more, some less import- 
ant. They did not know that *'he who offends in one 
point is guilty of alL" Our Lord shewed them that 
the Law is one, and that all its separate command- 
ments may be reduced to one (xii. 28-31). 

NOTES— LESSON IX. 

1. **//j crcwning structure^ the Temple J* This wonderfiil 
building stood within a cloistered ' court on an elevated 
plateau of 1000 feet square. Everything connected with it 
gives us the idea of grandeur. A bridge of vast dimensions 
connected it with the city. The southern cloister, called the 
"Royal Porch," was a buildilig of three aisles of rather 
larger dimensions than those of York Cathedral On the 
eastern side was Solomon's Porch, a colonnade of less lofty 
dimensions. The Temple proper, or Sanctuary, was in the 
middle of this large court, and surrounded by three cloisters. 
It was in these lofty cloisters that our Lord used to teach the 
people, and converse with the Scribes and Pharisees. 

It was in the Great Court — called the Court of the 
Gentiles, because it was open to Gentiles as well as Jews, 
though they were warned by notices not to go beyond, under 
pain of death — that the sellers of oxen, sheep, and doves for 
sacrifice, and money-changers, turned into a kind of market, 
especially on the eve of a festival (xi. 15-17). 

2. ** The great waJls^ with their hundred t<mers^^ Sixty of 
these towers were in the old city wall ; and in the newer walls 
of Nehemiah, which made a larger circuit to the north, the 
number of towers was increased to a hundred. As these towers 
were about fifty yards apart, the circumference of thcicity in 
our Lord's time must have been about three miles. Twelve 
years after the crucifixion, Herod Agrippa built a new wall, 
enclosing a large tract of land to the north, and increasing 
the circumference to about five miles. 

3. ^^ My House shall be called of all nations the House of 



Notes, 67 

Prayer,'*^ This should be, "A house of prayer for all 
nations." Our Lord quoted Isa. Ivi. 7: '* For my house shall 
be called a house of prayer for all people.'' 

4. '* The Sanhedrim^ The great Sanhedrim, supposed 
to have been established at the time of the Maccabees, was 
the highest ecclesiastical and civil tribunal of the Jews. It 
seems to have been composed of seventy-one members, taken 
from the chief priests, scribes, elders, or heads of families. 
The President was called Nasi^ or Prince ; he was usually, 
though not necessarily, the High Priest. The Sanhedrim met 
either at his house, as in our Lord's trial, or (more usually) 
in a chamber of the Temple cloister. 

5. ** But these they ill-treated or put to death" According 
to both Scripture and Jewish tradition the prophets were not 
only '* shamefully handled," but in some instances paid the 
penalty of their faithfulness with their lives. Jeremiah, it 
is said, was stoned by the exiles in Egypt, and Isaiah sawn 
asunder by King Manasseh ; and that the statement of the 
parable is strictly true in fact may be seen by a reference to 
both the Old Testament and the New. See Jer. xx. i, 2, 
xxxvii. 15; I Kings xviii. 13, xix. 14, xxii. 24-27; 2 Kings 
vi. 31, xxi. 16; 2 Chron. xxiv. 19-22, xxxvi. 15, 16; and 
also Acts vii. 52; I Thess. ii. 15. "The whole passage," 
says Archbishop Trench, "finds its best commentary in the 
words of the Epistle to the Hebrews, ^and others had trial of 
cruel mockings,' " etc (xi. 37, 38). 

6. Passage needing explanation : — 

" Whosoever shall say unto this mountain^ Be thou removed,* 
etc (xi. 23). It would be idle to ask whether the Apostles 
could ever have done such miracle. Our Lord meant it to 
be imderstood, doubtless, that power would be in proportion 
to faith — ^that with a strong faith whatever was needed to be 
done for the work of the ministry might be done ; but true 
faith would never make trial of power unless it had some 
high or holy end in view. 
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THE MOUNT OF OLIVES — OUR LORD'S PROPHETIC DISCOURSE 
— FULFILMENT OF HIS WORDS — ^THE SIEGE OF JERUSA- 
LEM—MORE THAN A PROPHET, (ziu. I-37.) 

NO Spot on earth (not even the Lake of Gennesaret) 
was more hallowed by the presence and teaching 
of our Lord than the Mount of Olives or Olivet Here 
He uttered the most remarkable of His prophecies — 
the doom of Jerusalem — ^the tribulation of its last days, 
and of the end of the age — ^the second advent of glory. 
Here He wept over Jerusalem, and passed whole 
nights in prayer and meditation ; here, after His 
resurrection, He walked with His disciples, discoursing 
of the things pertaining to the Kingdom of Heaven ; at 
its foot lay Gethsemane ; and from its summit He 
ascended to the right hand of the Father. 

In the time of our Lord, the Mount of Olives was a 
very favourite retreat. Even in the height of summer- 
time, when the heat was great, the walks of Olivet were 
cool and refreshing. Trees and shrubs — dark green 
olive-trees, gigantic fig-trees, pahns — grew here in great 
luxuriance ; and there were groves of myrtle, pines 
and cypresses. Amongst the last recorded discourses 
of our Lord are those memorable ones spoken to His 
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Apostles, as they sat with Him on the Mount of Olives 
gazing upon Jerusalem and the Temple — ^Jerusalem, the 
rebellious city that had refused His offer of mercy — 
the Temple, the sanctity of which He had taught by 
word and act (see Note i). 

Jesus had been teaching in the Temple throughout 
the day, but never again would His feet stand within 
its sacred courts. It was now evening, and once more 
our Lord and His disciples lingered on the Mount of 
Olives (xiii. 3). On leaving the Temple the disciples 
had called the attention of their Divine Master to its 
great stones and buildings, to which He had answered, 
"Seest thou these great buildings? There shall not be 
left one stone upon another that shall not be thrown 
down'' (xiii. i, 2); and now, as they beheld the magnifi- 
cent building in the solenm sunset hour, their Lord's 
strange words still rang in their ears, and remarks upon 
them were whispered, we may suppose, from one to the 
other, until Peter and James, and John and Andrew, 
asked Him, saying, "Tell us when shall these things 
be, and what shall be the sign when all these things 
shall be fulfilled ?" (w. 3, 4). And then, without another 
word of comment, our Lord began those grand and 
awful prophecies which St. Mark has recorded in the 
thirteenth chapter of his Gospel. These have been 
already glanced at (St. Matthew's Gospel, Lesson X.,) 
but here we may consider them a little more fully. 

Our Lord's words, at all times full of meaning, were 
then of the deepest import ; and breathlessly must the 
disciples have listened as He spoke of nation rising 
against nation, and kingdom against kingdom — of 
famines, and pestilences, and earthquakes in divers 
places — of iniquity abounding and love waxing cold 
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— of the abomination of desolation, standing where it 
ought not — of the great tribulation — of false Christs 
and false prophets — of the darkening of sun and moon, 
and the fcdling of the stars from heaven — ^.of the coming 
of the Son of Man in the clouds of heaven with power 
and great glory (xiii. 3-37). 

Here two great events, at leasts stand out and invite 
consideration : the judgments that were coming upon 
the Jews, and Christ's second advent in glory. 

The first of these has long since passed into 
history; and bearing in mind our Lord's words, '*! 
have told you these things before they come to pass> 
that when they come to pass ye might believe," it will 
not be unprofitable to glance, however briefly, at the 
way in which our Lord's prophecies about the judg- 
ments that would soon overtake the Jews were fulfilled 
to the very letter. 

To see this we have only to turn to the pages of the 
Jewish historian Josephus, who was not a believer in 
Jesus of Nazareth as the Messiah, and for this reason 
his testimony is the more valuable ; for in writing his 
narrative he was proving the exact accomplishment of 
our Lord's predictions, without being in the least aware 
that he was doing so. Christ's words were not fulfilled 
immediately ; for a few short years the condition of 
the Jews was much improved, and they even recovered 
some portion of their independence under Herod 
Agrippa. But on his death, in A.D. 44, Judaea-was ruled 
once more by Roman Prociurators, whose bad govern- 
ment and cruelties at last drove the people into open re- 
bellion. A war followed (a.d. 66-70). The Jews fought 
Vavely and passionately to regain their liberty, and with 
e success ; but the mad attempt brought down upon 
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them the whole power of Rome. Yet while contending 
with foreign foes, this unhappy people, forsaken by 
God, with the guilt of Christ's blood upon them, fought 
amongst themselves, and were stricken with every 
kind of calamity ; and it was just at Passover-time (in 
the year 70 a.d., when hundreds of thousands had 
come from all parts to the festival) that the armies of 
Rome, under Titus^ gathered around Jerusalem, which 
was besieged, taken,' and destroyed amidst every kind 
of horror and atrocity, while the Jews, ceasing to exist 
as a nation, were scattered over the world. The 
tribulation of those days was the " coming of the Son 
of Man ^ in judgment upon the Jewish nation. Their 
cry had been " His blood be on us and on our chil- 
dren 1 " and at last the fearful retribution came upon 
them. Our Lord had said, " For in those days shall be 
affliction such as was not from the beginning of crea- 
tion " (xiii. 19), or as St. Matthew has it, "great tribula- 
tion such as was not from the beginning of the world 
to this day" (Matt, xxiv. 21). 

And now let us mark the unconscious and striking 
testimony of Josephus to the fulfilment of Christ's 
prophecy. He says, " All calamities, from the begin- 
ning of time, seem to me to shrink to nothing in com- 
parison with those of the Jews ; '' and in the sbcth book of 
his Wars of the Jews we may read the history of these 
calamities. The most terrible foe that the Jews had to 
encounter, during the four months' siege of Jerusalem, 
was not the sword of the Romans, nor the robber-band 
that ran riot in the city, nor yet their own divisions 
and fightings, but an enemy more unsparing, more 
utterly without compassion than any and all of these, 

* In the month of September, A.D. 70. 
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and that foe was famine. At an early period of 
the siege, the Roman general, Titus, summoned a 
council of war to decide whether the city should be 
stormed, or battered with the engines of war, or 
blockaded and starved into surrender. And when this 
last mode of warfare was determined upon, the whole 
Roman army went to work, and, by dint of great labour, 
built a wall which compassed it round and kept it in 
on every side ; and then, in the siege and in the strait- 
ness, as day by day the provisions grew less and less, 
the most fearful sufferings were endured, and not 
only our Lord's prophecy on the Mount of Olives, but 
the earlier predictions of Moses, became dreadful reali- 
ties : — " The tender and delicate woman among you, 
who would not adventure the sole of her foot upon the 
ground for delicateness and tenderness, her eye shall 
be evil toward the husband of her bosom, and toward 
her son, and toward her daughter, and toward her 
young one that cometh out from between her feet, and 
toward her children which she shall bear; for she 
shall eat them for want of all things secretly in the 
siege and straitness wherewith thine enemy shall dis- 
tress thee in thy gates" (Deut xxviii. 56,57). This 
was actually done — an infant was killed and eaten by 
its own mother ; the robbers who broke in upon her 
repast turned away in horror and disgust. Natural 
affection died out, and the nearest relatives fought with 
each other for the last morsel of anything to eat. Nor 
was there any way of escape, for those who took refuge 
in the Roman camp were unmercifiilly crucified ini sight 
of their brethren in the city, and at one time five hun- 
dred were put to death daily in this manner. Josephus 
nses that 1,100,000 perished during the war, and 
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<^y<xx> were taken away as prisoners ; but this is doubt- 
less one of his frequent exaggerations. Jerusalem was 
destroyed; and of its houses and Temple "not one 
stone was left upon another" (see Note 2). 

But our Lord's discourse, after the manner of pro- 
phecy, reaches on to that parallel procession of events 
which should usher in His second advent. He de- 
scribes His "coming in the clouds of heaven, with 
power and glory," and the gathering of His elect 
" from the uttermost part of the earth to the uttermost 
part of heaven ;" and St. Mark's account of it closes 
with our Lord's word of warning to His disciples : 
"Watch ye, therefore. And what I say unto you I 
say unto all, Watch." If then this watchfulness was 
enjoined from the past, how much more it is needful 
in these days, when the night is far spent ! 

In these discourses we have beheld Jesus as a pro- 
phet, and much more than a prophet. The prophets 
of old spoke in the name of another — " Thus saith the 
Lord," — ^but how different was the language of Christ ! 
— " / say unto you ; " " My words shall not pass 
away;" ^^Hts angels," ^^His elect," "coming in the clouds 
*of heaven." Our Lord spoke as a prophet ; but how 
the prophet rises into the Lord of the Prophets I He 
Whose return to judgment is thus prophesied is none 
other than the Prophet Himself Whom the Jews were pre- 
paring to crucify. What mere man could speak thus ? 

NOTES—LESSON X. 

I. Differences between St, Mark^s and St. Matthew^ s ac- 
counts of our LoriVs ministry in Holy Week: — 

(a) From St Matthew's narrative of our Lord's entry into 
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Jerusalem we might suppose that the cleansing of the Temple 
took place on the same day, namely, the Sunday in Holy 
Week. St. Mark tells us that on the day of entry Jesus 
'* looked round upon all things " (xi. ii), and that *'on the 
morrow, when they had come to Jerusalem, Jesus went into 
the Temple, and began to cast out them that sold and bought" 
(vv. 12, 15). 

(^) For a comparison of the two accounts of the cursing 
and withering of the fig-tree, see Lesson IX. p. 61. 

(r) The two verses on forgiveness (xi. 25, 26) are found in 
St. Mark only. 

(^ St. Mark (xii.) omits the first and third of the parables 
spoken by our Lord at this time, namely, that of the ** Two 
Sons," and the "Marriage of the King's Son." 

(i) In the question of the Great Commandment, St Mari 
gives the quotation fix)m Deut. vi. 4, 5, in full. St. Matthev 
omits the Scribe's answer, given by St. Mark ^3. 3a, 33). 

(/) Our Lord's long and terrible rebuke of the Pharisees^ 
so fully recorded by St, Matthew, is very briefly reported by 
St. Mark for his Gentile readers : — "And He said unto them 
in His doctrine,^ Beware of the Scribes^" etc, (xii 3&-40). 

{g) The story of "the widow's mite" (xii. 41-44) is 
omitted by St Matthew, but related by St Luke (xxk 1-4), 

{fi\ The names of the four disciples who asked Jesm 
"privately" when His words would be fulfilled, are only 
given by St M?urk» on the authority,, probably^ of St. Petei 
(xiii. 3). 

if) Our Lord's charge to His disciples (xiii, 9-13) is given 
by St Matthew at an earlier period, namely, when the Lord 
sent forth His Apostles (Matt. x. 17-22), and he omits 
them in the discourse on Mount Olivet In his tenth chap- 
ter, St Matthew appears to have given, in one view, Christ's 
commands to His Apostles spoken at different times, or some 
portions of the charge may well have been repeated. 

O) " Where U ought noV (Mark xiiL 14); St Matthew 
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says (xxiv. 15) '' in the Holy Place/' that is, doubtless, the 
Temple. 

{k) " In the winter^'' etc. (Mark xiii. 10) ; St Matthew 
adds, "neither on the Sabbath day." This St. Mark omits 
for his Gentile readers, who would not understand the force 
of it 

(/) ''Neither the Son'' (Mark xiii. 32). St Matthew 
omits these important words, but the expression " My Father 
only'* (xxiv. 36), which is St. Matthew's version, means the 
same thing. In emptying Himself of His glory, and taking 
on Him the form of a servant (Phil. ii. 7), our Lord placed 
Hiqfiself under limitations of power and knowledge. 

{m) '* As a man taking a far Journey'* (xiii. 34). It has 
been observed that this and the following verses seem to be 
the first portion of the short parable of which the latter part 
is found in St. Matthew (xxiv. 45-51), while the last three 
verses of St. Mark (xiii. 35-37) contain the application of the 
parable. To read it in its completeness^ St Mark (ver. 34) 
should first be taken, next St. Matthew (xiu.45-Si)» and lastly 
St Mark (xiii. 35.37). 

2. ** Not one stone left upon another^ InA«D. 132 the Jews, 
under Barcochab, tried to recover Jerusalem and their own 
independence ; but they had not repented of having crucified 
the Lord of Glory,, nor had they acknowledged Him ; so their 
struggle was only a fighting against God, and the punishment 
He had sent them. They were completely crushed. The 
ruins that Titus had left were levelled — "laid even with the 
ground," and the Roman ploughshare passed over the place 
on which Jerusalem had once stood. Other cities have risen 
upon its ruins — the city of the Romans, the city of the Arabs, 
the city of the Crusaders, the dty of the Turks — but the 
Jerusalem of God's Israel has yet to be restoied. 
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LESSON XL 

CHARACTER AND MOTIVES OP JUDAS— THE LAST PASCHA1< 
MEAL — INSTITUTION OF THE LORD*S SUPPER — GETH- 
SEMANE — THE SEIZURE — THE TRIAL BY THE SAN- 
HEDRIM — MOCKERY OF THE SERVANTS — ST. PETER'S 
FALL— JESUS BEFORE PILATE, (xiv. 1-72.) 

ST. MARK tells us, in almost the same words as 
St. Matthew, of the meeting of the Sanhedrim, 
to consider how they might take Jesus " by craft " — 
and of the offer of Judas ; and how, when the miserable 
bargain had been made, the traitor sought opportunity 
to betray his Divine Master. 

That a man who had seen so much pt our Lcrd, 
who had been His ''own familiar friend," who, day 
after day, all through His ministry, had heard the 
daily teaching of Him Who spake as never man spake, 
an Apostle who had gone forth with the other Apostles 
preaching and doing wonderful works in the name of 
Christ, that such a man should have acted such a 
part is marvellous indeed ; and it shews us, as nothing 
else could, that a man may be called to the greatest 
outward privileges, to the highest and holiest offices, and 
yet so use them as only to increase his condemnation. 

Let us glance briefly at the character of Judas, 
and his probable motives for betraying his Lord and 
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Master. Some wicked men throw such a halo of false 
glory around their worst actions that they are almost 
grand in their daring and defiance; and people are 
tempted to forget their crimes in their splendid though 
short-lived triumphs. But there was nothing of this 
in Judas. He was simply mean, avaricious, cowardly, 
and treacherous ; and though we cannot read all the 
secret workings of his heart, yet, bearing his character 
in mind, his motives are not difficult, perhaps, to under- 
stand (see Note i). Judas expected the Messiah to be 
simply an earthly sovereign — ^great, powerful, and pros- 
perous — mightier than Solomon, and more magnifi- 
cent than Herod ; and not only his countrymen gene- 
rally, but, to some extent, his fellow-Apostles, shared 
his views. When Jesus made it known to the Twelve, 
plainly and repeatedly, that He would be betrayed, 
mocked, and crucified, even Peter exclaimed, " Be it 
far from Thee, Lord ! " They were distressed, shocked ; 
their faith, we may suppose, was staggered; but their 
love to their Divine Master kept them true to Him. 
Judas did not love Him ; and when he found he could 
gain nothing by following Him, he was probably not 
only disappointed, but offended and resentful. Now 
that the triumph of Christ's enemies was certain, he 
may have sought about for some way to ingratiate 
himself with them, and indulge his avarice at the 
same time. So the hateful bargain was concluded, 
and He abandoned Him from Whom he had nothing 
now (as he thought) either to hope or to fear. 

We come now to Thursday the 14th Nisan, the day 
on which the Paschal lambs were sacrificed. That 
very evening Jesus and His disciples must sit down 
together at the Paschal table ; so " His disciples sai<'l 
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unto Him, Where wilt Thou that we go and prepare, 
that Thou mayest eat the Passover ? And He sendeth 
forth two of His disciples, and saith unto them, Go ye 
into the city, and there shall meet you a man bearing 
a pitcher of water ; follow him. And wheresoever he 
shall go in, say ye to the good man of the house, The 
Master saith, Where is the guest-chamber, where I may 
eat the Passover with My disciples ? And he will shew 
you a large upper room, furnished and prepared : there 
make ready for us" (xiv. 12-15). I^ reading this pas- 
sage we naturally ask why our Lord did not direct 
His disciples at once to the house in which the " large 
upper room'* was at their disposal. It is not unlikely 
that Jesus did not wish all His disciples to know 
exactly where the house was to be found, for was not 
the traitor amongst them ? and if he had ascertained 
beforehand where his Master would eat the Passover, 
might he not have brought the chief priests and their 
soldiers upon Him before that meal was finished, or 
the Holy Supper had been instituted ? 

Later in the day, Jesus and the ten disciples bent 
their steps towards Jerusalem. How solemn was that 
walk — ^the last that our Lord would take in the light 
of day with His disciples before He suffered ! The 
Passover pilgrims, who were gazing so eagerly upon 
the wonders of the sacred city, or the bearers of sac- 
rificial lambs hastening home from the Temple to pre- 
pare their Paschal meal, heeded but little those silent, 
thoughtful men as they passed quietly on their way to 
the guest-chamber, for little did they dream that One 
amongst them was the true Paschal Lamb— -the very 
Lamb of God so soon to be sacrificed for the sins of 
the world ; that another of the group was the '^ son 
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of perdition," whose heart was set upon his evil pur- 
poses ; or that the others were men whose preaching 
would change the face of the world, and whose memory 
would be held sacred to the end of time. 

Arrived at the guest-chamber, Jesus sat down with 
His disciples to the Paschal feast, which He was about 
to transform into His own Holy Supper. 

In this sacred meal (besides the unleavened bread 
and bitter herbs) the Paschal lamb was served up 
entire, every bone being perfect j thus " expressing a 
complete and unbroken sacrifice ; and here was the 
great Antitype, the perfect and true Lamb of God, of 
which the other was, and ever had been, but a type — 
a pattern or figure. 

It was "when He had gfiven thanks" (after the 
Paschal meal was finished) that the Lord " took bread, 
and tdessed, and brake it, and gave to them, and said. 
Take, eat ; this is My body." And He gave them the 
cup, saying, "This is My blood of the New Testa- 
ment." And they all drank of it. " And when they 
had sung an hymn (some part of Ps. cxv. — cxviii.), they 
went out into the Mount of Olives " (xiv. 26), and here, 
in the Garden of Gethsemane, at the foot of Olivet, our 
Lord endured that awful mysterious agony of spirit 
which none could understand and none could share ; 
and here He drank of that cup that could not, might 
not, be taken from Him. 

In the midst of all this, our Lord's human soul had 
a strong desire for human sympathy. His disciples 
could not indeed drink of His cup, nor be baptized 
with His baptism of suffering; but they could watch 
with% Him, and minister to Him. This was all He 
asked them to do, to wait and to watch, while He, 
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their Lord and their Redeemer, alone trod the wine- 
press ! But when He found them asleep, how gentle 
the reproof ! " Simon (no longer Peter the Rock), 
couldest not thou watch one hour? Watch ye and 
pray, lest ye enter into temptation. The spirit truly 
is ready, but the flesh is weak. . . . Sleep on now, and 
take your rest : it is enough, the hour is come ; behold, 
the Son of Man is betrayed into the hands of sinners." 

"Sleep on!" The time for watching is past; the 
opportunity is lost, never to return ! Judas at least 
had obeyed His Lord's last command to him — " What 
thou doest, do quickly." The chief priests, the scribes, 
the Elders, the servants, the Roman soldiers, the Levite 
guards, the great multitude, the swords and staves, the 
tread of many feet, the flaming torches, all proved to 
the bewildered Apostles that while they slumbered 
Judas had made the most of his time. All proved 
too surely that *'the Son of Man was betrayed into 
the hands of sinners." Then all the disciples forsook 
their Lord, and fled. 

We next see Jesus in the palace of the high priest ; 
and' here His first trial (before sunrise) by the Jewish 
Sanhedrim took place. The false witnesses lied so 
hopelessly that even the unscrupulous and unjust 
judges before whom our Lord was now arraigned 
could make nothing of them. 

Then " the high priest stood up in the midst, and 
asked Jesus, saying, Answerest Thou nothing ? What 
is it that these witness against Thee ? But He held 
His peace, and answered nothing.' Again the high 

m 

' ** He held His peace'* (ver. 61), and so the prophecy of Isaiah 
(liiL 7) was fulfilled : " He was oppressed, and He was auSicted, yet 
He opened not His mouth." 
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priest asked Him, and said unto Him, Art Thou the 
Christ, the Son of the Blessed f And Jesus said, / 
am: and ye shall see the Son of Man sitting on the 
right hand of power, and coming in the clouds of 
heaven. Then the high priest rent his clothes, and 
said, What need we any further witnesses ? Ye have 
heard the blasphemy : what think ye ? And they all 
condemned Him to be guilty of death " (xiv. 60-64). 

At the time of which we write, a Jew might claim 
to be the Messiah ; but that claim, however false, did 
not, of necessity, amount to blasphemy ; for it did not 
necessarily imply that he claimed to be the Son of 
God. Jesus claimed both these titles ; and in claim- 
ing to be the Son of God He claimed to be Divine — 
the one claim was included in the other. This was 
admitted without doubt or question by both judges 
and Prisoner ; and when the high priest rent his tunic 
in real or pretended horror, and accused his Prisoner 
of blasphemy because He claimed to be Divine, our 
Lord made no protest, offered no explanation, but by 
His silence admitted, not the blasphemy, but the 
claim. 

The mockery of our Lord by the servants, as related 
by St. Mark (xiv. 65), agrees almost word for word 
with St. Matthew's account of it (xxvi. 67, 68), but St. 
Mark puts the scene more clearly and vividly before 
us by explaining that when they smote Him and told 
Him to prophesy or divine (in ridicule of His claim to 
be a prophet) they " covered His face" (xiv. 65). The 
two Evangelists also agree in their story of the shameful 
spitting upon the Lord Jesus — " Then they spit in His 
face" (Matt. xxvi. 67), "and some began to spit on 
Him" (Mark xiv. 65) ; and so they unconsciously 

N.T.— II. F 
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fulfilled the prophecy of many hundred years before . 
'M hid not My face from shame and spitting'' (Isa. 
1.6). 

St. Mark relates also the stoiy of St. Peter's fall and 
repentance (xiv. 66-72) in nearly the same words as St. 
Matthew ; but St. Mark, with his usual attention to 
every particular, notices the first as well as the second 
cock-crowing ; the second only is mentioned by the 
other Evangelists. 

The Sanhedrim, we have seen, condenmed our Lord 
to death ; but had it the power to carry out its sen- 
tence ? This is a debated point (see Note 2). St. Mark 
says that '' the chief priests held a consultation with 
the elders and scribes and thq whole council, and 
bound Jesus, and carried Him away and delivered 
Him to Pilate" (xv. i). * 

Pilate (the Roman Governor) had the power of life 
and death (see Note 3), and the members of the San- 
hedrim expected him to carry out their sentence, with- 
out troubling himself about the grounds on which they 
had judged their Prisoner to be worthy of death ; but 
this he hesitated to do. The first two Evangelists, St. 
Matthew and St. Mark, vary but little in their accoimts 
of our Lord's examination by Pilate. In both we read 
that Jesus replied to Pilate's question " Art Thou the 
King of the Jews ? " by the words " Thou sayest it," 
which means " It is so ; " that the chief priests accused 
Him of " many things," to which He deigned no an- 
swer ; that Pilate marvelled and wished to release Him ; 
that the people, persuaded by their leaders, chose 
Barabbas rather, and vehemently demanded that Jesus 
should be crucified ; that Pilate, dreading " a tumult," 
and " willing to content the people," gave at last the 



Notes. 83 

reluctant order that Jesus should be scourged and 
crucified (see Note 4). 

From St. Mark alone we learn that it was the people 
who first spoke of the release of a Prisoner because it 
was the feast of the Passover : " And the multitude, 
crying aloud, began to desire him to do as he had ever 
done unto them" (xv. 8). 

St. Mark, however, omits the three very striking 
particulars related by St. Matthew, namely : — 

(i) The warning of Pilate's wife (xxvii. 19). 

(2) That Pilate " took water and washed his hands 
before the multitude " (ver. 24). 

(3) The imprecation of the people : " His blood be 
on us and on our children '' (ver. 25). 

NOTES— LESSON XI. 

I, ** His nwtwes are not difficult perhaps to understand,** 
An eloquent attempt has been made to mitigate the baseness 
of Judas's conduct by supposing that his motive in betrajring 
Jesus was that he might oblige Him to put forward in self- 
defence that power of which Judas knew his Divine Master 
to be possessed, and so His elevation to a throne and king- 
dom would be hastened. Suffice it to say that there appears 
to be nothing in the Gospel narrative to favour such an 
assumption. Satan had entered into his heart 

2." This is a debated point " The question as to whether 
the Sanhedrim had the power of life and death is argued at 
great length by Biscoe on the Acts of the Apostles (-see also 
Canon Norris, Key to the Acts of the Apostles, p. 145, etc.), 
and the question will probably be referred to in our Manual 
on the Acts. At present it may be sufficient to mention that 
the conunon opinion about the Sanhedrim losing the power 
of inflicting capital punishment when Judaea became a pro- 
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vince of the Roman Empire, is open to doubt, for it appears (i) 
to be contradicted by several passages in the Gospels and in 
the Acts. It should also be borne in mind (2) that favoured 
Roman provinces were allowed to live under their own laws, 
and we learn from Josephus that Judaea was so favoured. 
At the same time the vdo of the Roman Procurator or 
Governor was supreme, and could at any time stay the San- 
hedrim in the exercise of its power. 

3. " The power of life and death:* "The Roman Pro- 
curator or Governor of Judaea was subordinate to the Pro- 
praetor or Legatus (Governor) of Syria (an imperial province) ; 
but he was invested with the power of a Legatus, which in- 
cluded the infliction of capital punishment" 

Pilate was the sixth Roman Gk>vemor of Judaea, and ruled 
that country for about ten years, viz. from A.D. 26 to A.D. 
36. He treated the Jews with contempt, and was harsh and 
unscrupulous in his administration ; yet his behaviour to our 
Lord was respectful, and at last he unwillingly sacrificed 
Him, fearing an outbreak. He was recalled to Rome in 
A.D. 36, and afterwards banished by Caligula to Vienne 
in Gaul, where, according to Eusebius, he committed 
suicide. 

4. ** Scourged^ Amongst the Romans scourging was 
usually inflicted with rods, and by the **lictors*^ or ofHcial 
attendants of Roman magistrates of the highest rank. Pilate, 
being a subordinate governor, had no lictors, and conse- 
quently the scourging devolved upon the soldiers. 

5. Differences between the 14th chapter of St. Mark and 
the correspondmg 26i|th chapter of St. Matthew : — 

{a) ** And the chief priests and the scribes sought how they 
might take Him:^ St. Matthew tells us (xxvi. 3) that this 
secret meeting of the Sanhedrim was held in "the palace of 
the high priest. " Had it taken place as usual in the hall 
Gazzith, or the Stone Chamber, partly within the Temple, the 
people who still believed in Jesus the Prophet of Nazareth as 
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the Messiah, might, on ascertaining its object, have interrupted 
its deliberations or thwarted its decisions. 

{p) ^^ Promised to give Him money^* (ver. ii); St. Matthew 
says (ver. 15) "thirty pieces of silver," probably shekels, 
worth about 2s. 4d. or 2s. 6d. each. In the law of Moses a 
slave was valued at ** thirty shekels of silver " (Exod. xxi. 32). 

{c) **A man bearing a pitcher of water*^ (ver. 13); St. Mat- 
thew only implies that some sign was mentioned, when he 
says (ver. 18) "to such a msin." 

{d) **And he shall shew you a large upper room furnished " 
(ver. 15). This is omitted by St. Matthew. 

{e) •* Which eateth with Me" (ver. 18). These words are 
recorded by St. Mark only. Our Lord intended a reference 
to Psalm xli. 9 : "He which did eat of My bread hath lifted 
up his heel against Me." 

St. Mark omits the question of Judas, "Master, is it I?" 
(ver. 25); but he implies it, for he mentions that the disciples 
said "one by one, Is it I?" (ver. 19). 

(/) ''He gave it to them'' (ver. 23); St. Matthew adds 
Christ's command, " Drink ye all of it " (ver. 27). 

(g) " Which is shed for many" (ver. 24); St. Mark omits 
the words "for the remission of sins" recorded by SL Mat- 
thew (ver. 28). 

{h) **It is enough'* (ver. 41), meaning "You have slept 
long enough." This remark of our Lord is not mentioned 
by St. Matthew. 

(t) ** Master I Master t'* {ytr. £^<f) An exclamation of pre- 
tended joy at meeting Him. St. Matthew's expression is, 
" Hail, Master 1 " (ver. 49). St. Mark omits our Lord's an- 
swer, "Friend, wherefore art thou come?" (Matt. xxiv. 50), 
but he alone tells us that. 

(/) " There followed Him a certain young man,* etc. (vv. 
50, 51), believed by some to have been St. Mark himself. 

(k) '' Spit on Him'' (ver. 65) ; St. Matthew says "in the 
face" (w. 50, 51). This was considered the greatest of 
icailts ; even more so than with omseives. 



LESSON XIL 

OUR lord's passion — HIS BURIAL — OLD TESTAMENT PRO- 
PHECIES — CHRIST'S DEATH A SACRIFICE— A CONFLICT 
— THE RESURRECTION — THE ASCENSION THE AC- 
CEPTED SACRIFICE, (xv. and xvi. ) 

THROUGH all these fearful hours of Good Friday 
evil men were working out the purposes of God, 
and fulfilling the words of Christ Everything that 
our Lord had foretold should happen to Him, these 
unjust judges, mocking Pharisees, deluded people, and 
callous Roman soldiers, accomplished to the very letter. 
" Behold \ " Christ had said to His disciples, as they 
went up to Jerusalem, "the Son of Man shall be 
delivered unto the chief priests and unto the scribes ; 
and they shall condemn Him to death, and shall deliver 
Him to the Gentiles : and they shall mock Him, and 
shall scourge Him, and shall spit upon Him, and shall 
kill Him : and the third day He shall rise again" (x. 

33, 34). 
We have already seen how our Lord was delivered 

(«.tf. betrayed) to the chief priests and scribes ; that 

they condemned Him to death and delivered Him to 

the Romans ; and that at last the Gentile Pilate gave 

the order for His crucifixion. The rest of our Lord's 

prophecy was fulfilled in the exact order in which He 

said it should come to pass ; and almost every incident 
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of His Passion illustrated some one or other of the 
many prophecies relating to the Messiah contained in 
the Old Testament Scriptures. The mockery by the 
whole band of the Romans soldiers' — the purple robe 
—the crown of thorns— the pretended homage— the 
sad procession to the place of crucifixion — our Lord's 
refusal of the merciful cup of stupefying wine (see {e) 
Note i) — His crucifixion between two thieves — the 
dividing of His raiment and the casting lots upon His 
vesture — ^the mockery of the chief priests — His agony 
of spirit, not confined to Gethsemane, but clearly con- 
tinued on the Cross, and implied in the bitter exclama- 
tion, " My God, My God, why hast Thou forsaken me?^^ 
—the awful mid-day darkness— the burning thirst — the 
last loud cry — the giving up the ghost — the rending 
of the Temple veil — the enforced confession of the 
centurion — the silent grief of the women looking on 
afar off : — ^all this is related by St. Matthew and St. 
Mark in nearly the same words. Also how Joseph of 
Arimathaea (the honourable and wealthy member 
of the Sanhedrim) "went in boldly to Pilate" (for 
it required no little courage), and begged the body 
of Jesus — how Pilate, after inquiring of the cen- 
turion whether He were already dead, gave the body 
to Joseph, who then wrapped it in the fine linen 
he had bought, and laid it in his own new sepulchre 
hewn out in a rock ; and rolling the great stone door 
along its groove into its proper place, he made the 
tomb and its sacred contents as secure as possible ; ' 

' It will be observed how in those days, amongst both Jews and 
Gentiles, a condemned man was at the mercy of all the brutal natures — 
underlings of every kind — servants, soldiers, jailers— by whom he was 
surrounded. ^ See Note i (*) 
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while the two Maries (Mary Magdalene and Mary the 
mother of Joses) beheld where their Lord was laid. 

The history of our Lord's Passion, itself a mystery, 
brings under our notice several of those mysterious 
facts and truths which make us feel our own nothing- 
ness. One of these mysteries is God's foreknowledge 

God's foreknowledge and man's free agency — God 
foretelling by His prophets what will happen many 
hundreds of years before it comes to pass ; men doing 
exactly what God had declared they would do, and 
yet acting under no necessity or compulsion, but of 
their own free-will — this is one of those mysteries 
that we cannot understand with our present capa- 
cities ; yet both doctrines are true, for both are revealed 
in Scripture ; and that men are free to choose either 
good or evil we know also from our own experience. 

These doctrines were never more strikingly illus- 
trated than in the fulfilment of the prophecies relating 
to our Lord Jesus Christ The treachery of Judas, 
" the son of perdition," and many even of the lesser 
incidents of Christ's Passion, were all clearly fore- 
told in the prophetic writings of the Old Testament 
The twenty-second Psalm and the fifty-third chapter of 
Isaiah, for instance, might well be the words of an 
eyewitness, so closely do they anticipate the details 
of the Gospel narrative. 

These and other prophecies should be read together 
with the Gospel narrative of the betrayal, and the 
events that followed it To take a few examples : — 

" Yea, Mine own familiar friend, in whom I trusted, 
who did eat of My bread, hath lifted up his heel 
against Me " (Psa. xli. 9). '^ So they weighed for My 

* e thirty pieces of silver " (Zech. xL 12). " For dogs 
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(the heathen) have compassed Me : the assembly 
of the wicked have enclosed Me : they pierced My 
hand> and My feet. I may tell all My bones : they 
look and stare upon Me. They parted My garments 
among them, and cast lots upon My vesture" (Psa. 
xxii. 16-18). "All they that See Me, laugh Me to 
scorn: they shoot out the lip, they shake the head, 
saying. He trusted on the Lord that He would de- 
liver Him ; let Him deliver Him, seeing He delighted 
in Him" (Psa. xxii. 7, 8). "I gave My back to the 
smiters, and My cheeks to them that plucked off the 
hair: I hid not My face from shame and spitting" 
(Isa. 1. 6). "Reproach hath broken My heart" (see 
Note 2) ; " and I am full of heaviness ; and I looked 
for some to take pity, but there Was none; and for 
comforters, but I found none. They gave Me also 
gall for My meat; and in My thirst they gave Me 
vinegar to drink " (Psa. Ixix. 20, 21). " He keepeth all 
His bones ; not one of them is broken " (Psa. xxxiv. 20). 
" And He made His grave with the wicked, and with 
the rich in His death" (Isa. liii. 9).* 

We have followed our Lord in His joumeyings and 
ministry (as St Mark especially reveals Him) as the 
mighty Lord of Nature, the Incarnate and wonder- 
working Son of God. We have listened to His teach- 
ing, gazed upon His miracles, been with Him through 
all the solemn scenes of Holy Week, until we saw 
Him at last lifted up on the Cross; and before we 
pass on to the joy and the glory of the Eastern dawn, 
we may do well to pause and consider briefly the 
meaning of that death upon the Cross. 

' Or as Lowth renders it : " His grave was appointed with the wicked, 
but with the rich man was His tomb." 
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First, let us gather together some of the teachings of 
Holy Scripture about His death. We are told that " He 
was wounded for our transgressions," " He was bruised 
for our iniquities J " that He made "His soul an offer- 
ing for sin j" that " He died the just for the unjust, to 
bring us to God ;" " Behold the Lamb of God Which 
taketh away the sin of the world;" . . . "My flesh 
which I give for the life of the world;" , . . "This is 
My blood of the New Covenant, which is shed for many 
for the remission of sins ;" and many other texts might 
be cited to shew that Christ's death was a sacrifict. 

A sacrifice is a free--will offering /or the expiation 
of sin. We find that our Lord so defined His death. 
It was voluntary :— " I am the Good Shepherd : the 
Good Shepherd giveth His life for the sheep. There- 
fore doth my Father love Me, because I lay down My 
life. ... No man taketh it from Me, but I lay it 
down of Myself." Italso wasa^n'/i'/iaA'cw. SL John 
does but condense into one phrase the whole teaching 
of Scripture when he writes ; " He is the propitiation 
for our sins ; and not for ours only, but for the sins of 
the whole world" (i John ii. 3). We cannot explain 
to ourselves this mystery of propitiation; but if we 
revtfently believe that in some mysterious way the 
sin of the world was laid upon Christ, we need not 
'el at that agony of spirit, of which Gethsemane 
Calvary were witnesses, and which no bodily 
rings could possibly account for. 
■condly. These sufferings also vtrc foreordained. 
, is clear, not only from the passages of Scripture 
idy cited, but from their prefigurement in the 
,e sacrificial system of the law of Moses ; for the 
Himself must have intended to point to this 
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prefigurement when He spoke of Moses having fore- 
told His sufferings ; for where else in Moses' writings 
are we to find them ? 

Thirdly^ It is plain from the Gospel narrative that 
our Lord, in His last sufferings, was also engaged in 
a final conflict with the Evil One, " The Prince of 
this world cometh, and hath nothing in Me/' were 
Christ's words to His disciples on the way to Gethse- 
mane. And it will be remembered that at the close 
of the conflict in the wilderness, it was stated that the 
Tempter left Him "for a season" (Luke iv. 13), im- 
plying a return. 

It will help us to a right understanding of our Lord's 
Passion to bear in mind that it was (i) a sacri/ice, (2) 
a fulfilment of a foreordained piupose, and (3) a con- 
flict with the Evil One. 

The day that followed our Lord's Crucifixion was 
no Sabbath of rest to His disciples, but a sad day of 
mourning and weeping, for had they not seen their 
Lord's bitter agony, and heard His heart-rending cry, 
" My God, My God, why hast Thou forsaken Me ?" 
Most of all must it have been a day of bitterness to 
St. Peter, as he remembered his recent denial of his 
suffering Lord and Master, and that look of sorrow- 
ful reproof in the high priest's hall. They all had 
trusted to the very last " that it had been He Which 
should have redeemed Israel;" but His Crucifixion 
(although He had forewarned them again and again that 
so it must be) seems to have crushed out all their hope. 

Just in proportion to the dejection of that Saturday 
must have been the joy and surprise of the Easter 
salutation : — " Tell His disciples and Peter that He 
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goeth before you into Galilee : there shall ye see Him, 
as He said unto you** (xvi. 7). Such were the angeFs 
words conveyed to them by the womem . 

The accounts of the Resurrection given by the first 
two Evangelists differ but little. In both we are told 
that very early in the morning, on the first day of the 
week, "at the rising of the sun," or, as St Matthew says, 
" as soon as it began to dawn,'' the two Maries and 
(according to St. Mark) Salome came \into the sepul- 
chre with the sweet spices they had bought to anoint 
their Lord ; that they saw an angel in white raiment, 
who told them that "Jesus Which was crucified" had 
risen, and charged them with a message to His disciples. 

St. Mark's account of the forty days after our Lord's 
Resurrection is as brief as St Matthew's ; and neither 
Evangelist devotes more than about twenty verses to 
the history of this period. Indeed, St Mark seems to 
have ended his Gospel originally at the eighth verse of 
his last chapter, and to have added the remzdning 
twelve verses as a postscript. Including this post- 
script, St. Mark mentions three appearances of our 
Lord — ^that He appeared first to Mary Magdalene — 
unto two of the disciples as they walked into the 
country — and unto the eleven as they sat at meat, 
when He rebuked them for not believing the testi- 
mony of those who had already seen Him (xvi. 9, 14). 
Then follows our Lord's charge and commission to His 
Apostles, spoken, probably, at various times during the 
forty days (vv. 15-17). 

"After the Lord had spoken unto them. He was 

received up into heaven, and sat down upon the right 

i^and of God" (ver. 19) ; and St Mark, in his rapid way, 

his short fervid narrative by telling us, in a very 
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few words, what we learn more at length in the Acts of 
the Apostles, namely, that the Apostles "went forth 
and preached everywhere, the Lord working with 
them, and confirming the word with signs following" 
(ver. 20); and this conclusion agrees well with the 
general character of St Mark's Gospel ; for, as we have 
seen, he has all through delighted to dwell upon the 
miraculous and healing power of the Son of God. 

Christ's Resurrection was an assurance that all who 
are united to Him shall rise in like manner ; but it was 
more than this. It was a proof that God had accepted 
His sacrifice as a sufficient oblation and satisfaction 
for the sins of the whole world. It seems to throw ad- 
ditional light upon the mystery of His death^ on which 
we were meditating, and to which -we may here recur. 

In the Jewish Temple, when the high priest went into 
the Holy of Holies, he stood in the presence of God in 
a peculiar manner ; but he was permitted to enter 
it only once a year, on the great day of Atone- 
ment, and then only with the blood of the sacrifice. 
No one else might presume to enter that holy 
place. All this was typical. It taught in figure 
that sinful man could not come before a holy 
God trusting in his own righteousness — sin barred 
the way — an atonement was necessary, and sacrifices 
were offered continually ; but " it was not possible for 
the blood of bulls and goats to take away sin." Over 
the entrance to the Holy of Holies a rich veil or 
curtain was hung, beyond which none might penetrate ; 
but the moment Redemption was accomplished — the 
moment Christ had put away sin by the sacrifice of 
Himself— we read that the veil of the Temple was rent 
from the top to the bottom. This again was typical; 
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it shewed that the way to the Father was now open 
through Christ, and we might *' enter into the holiest 
by the blood of Jesus" (Heb. x. 19, 20). 

Thus in the inspired page of the Epistle to the 
Hebrews we learn how incomplete would have been 
the mystery of Christ's Death without the mystery of 
His Resurrection. 



NOTES— LESSON XII. 

I. Explanation of passages^ and differences between St. 
Matthew's and St. Mark's narratives : — 

{a) ^^ Pratorium^^ (xv. 16); the jttdgment-hall or court 
of the Governor or Praetor, or his representative. St 
Matthew calls it '*the common hall." Some suppose it to 
have been in the Palace of Herod the Great, on the western 
side of Jerusalem ; but the Prsetorium here spoken of was 
probably in Fort Antonia, close to the Temple. 

{b) " With purple" (ver. 17). Matthew says a scarlet 
robe. Purple signified any colour with red in it. Purple 
was the imperial colour of the Romans. 

{c) '* Simon a Cyrenian" (ver. 21). The names of Simon's 
sons, ** Alexander and Rufiis," are given by St. Mark only. 
They appear to have been members of the church in after years. 

{d) " Tkey bring'* (ver. 22), literally "bear." Hence it 
has been supposed that our Lord, owing to exhaustion of 
body, was assisted or carried to Golgotha. 

(e) ** Wine mingled with myrrh'*' (ver. 23). St Matthew 
calls it " vinegar mingled with gall." " The ladies of Jeru- 
salem" (says Dr. Deutsch, Art. "Talmud," Qr. Rev, No. 
246) " formed a society which provided a beverage of mixed 
^ and vinegar, that hke an opiate benumbed the man 



Notes, 95 

when he was being earned to execution/' Our Lord refused 
stupefying drink. 

(/) •* The third hour'* (ver. 25), or nine o'clock in the 
morning; and as our Lord expired at three p.m., the Cruci-' 
fixion lasted six hours. 

{g) *'Eloi, Elou" The Syro-Chaldaic form of the 
Hebrew name of God. St. Matthew has the Chaldee 
** Eli, Eli." This is the only one of our Lord's sayings on 
the Cross preserved by St. Mark. 

{h) ^^ An honourable councillor^' (ver. 43), Le, 9l member 
of the Sanhedrim. 

(1) '* Went in boldly." One of St. Mark's expressive 
phrases. 

(/) ** Craved the body of yesus" — to prevent its being 
thrown into the Valley of Hinnom, and there burnt with the 
bodies of the two malefactors. 

(k) ** Who shall roll away the stone'^ (xvi. 3). The 
Jews were wont to hew out their tombs on the side of a rock, 
and they were as lasting as the rock itself. The tombs of 
Jerusalem are rock-hewn caves ; some mere grottoes and one 
or two receptacles for bodies, others of great extent. The 
doors are low and narrow so as to be shut by a single slab. 
This slab was called ^^golal" that is *a thing rolled,* be- 
cause it was rolled back from the opening in a groove made 
for it. The stone being heavy and the groove generally in- 
clining downwards, it was a difficult matter, requiring great 
strength, to roll it back. 

"The Jews used no coffins. The body was washed, 
anointed, wrapped .in linen cloths, and laid in the niche 
prepared for it, which lay endwise in the side of the rock- 
chamber." — Professor Porter, in Giant Cities of Bashan, 

(/) *^ A young man" (ver. 5); that is, an angel having the 
outward appearance of a young man. This was doubtless 
the same angel whom we read of in St. Matthew's narrative 
as sitting upon the stone, but who now was in the sepulchre ; 
*« sitting" (as St. Mark says) "on the right side." 
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(m) "AndPOer" (ia.fl. The mention of St Peter's 
name by the angel would make a deep impression upon 
that Apostle, and St. Mark probably heard of it from Su 
Peter's own lips. 

3. "Reproach hath broken My heart." "The physical 
cause of the death of Clirist" has been reveraitly bvestigated 
by an eminent Scotch physician, and he came to the conclu- 
sion that the immediate cause of death could be traced to a 
broken heart, the result of the intense mental distress, the 
mysterious woe that weighed upon and crushed Him when 
bearing the sins of the world. Other eminent physicians 
concurred in these opinions, and, if it be so, the prophecy 
(Psa. Ixii. 2o) was much more literally fulfilled than hai 
been generally supposed. 




h 




